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Thank You for a Fantastic Conference!

What an incredible time we had at the 2025 IAACE Conference! I hope you all
made wonderful memories, learned something new, and felt inspired by the
energy and passion of our amazing adult education community.

I know I had a great time laughing with many of you, catching up, and
celebrating the important work we do every day. Thank you for all that you do
to change lives through adult education, it truly makes a difference.

Next year’s conference is already shaping up to be even better
with Denise taking the lead on organizing, and I can’t wait to see everyone
there!

Here are some great IAACE Highlights & Updates:
 IN Literacy Association Auction & Raffle.  Earned over $3,000.00 in support. 
Fantastic!
Our Conference Survey is still Open.  We have until November 1st, your
feedback helps us grow!
Certiport Exams.   Congratulations to all who passed!
COABE Awards.  We were honored with AE Champion Award Winner!
Governor Braun Visited Adult Education. Thank you, and Congratulations to
Area 30 for hosting! It sounds like a fantastic visit. 
IAACE Podcast. We are excited to announce that our IAACE Student of the
Year, Matt Hostettler will be sharing his story with us!
COABE 2026.  Stay tuned and be in the know!
IAACE Swag Store is Open.  If you did not before the conference feel free to
shop our store and show your IAACE pride!
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October Birthdays.  Happy Birthday to Carol Bible and all our IAACE members
celebrating this month!  We celebrate you too.

Thank you again for making this year’s conference a home run. Let’s carry that
momentum forward and keep hitting it out of the park for adult learners across
Indiana!

Play ball,

Caroline Foster

President, IAACE

Thank you, and as always, change whatever you want. Feel free to include my
headshot if you want to.

Reflecting on the 2025 IAACE Conference 🎉
What an incredible conference! We welcomed 306 attendees and 19 vendors
for three days of learning, connection, and inspiration. Your energy and
engagement made it a huge success!

We’d love to hear from even more of you — share your thoughts on all things
conference so we can continue to make each year better than the last.

Looking ahead, planning for the 2026 IAACE Conference kicks off soon! Our
first planning meeting will be held Friday, November 14 at 9:00 a.m. ET via
Zoom. Whether you’ve been part of the conference crew before or are new to
the team, we’d love to have you join us.
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Certification Testing Success and Lessons Learned
By: Wylder Smith
We’re pleased to share that 17 participants completed 20 exams, with 14
successful passes!

As with any first-time effort, we experienced a few growing pains with the new
Compass Cloud system, which was expected for a pilot run. With additional
preparation and training time, we’ll be able to smooth out those challenges in
the future. This was my first time using the system live, and it was a valuable
learning experience.

On the bright side, inventory delivery went seamlessly, and our test sessions
ran efficiently. Thanks to Rob and Deb for their fantastic work and support
throughout the process. It also seemed that participants appreciated the
opportunity, and using Vincennes University’s computers (thank you, Hannah!)
made everything run smoothly — they worked great!

Watch IAACE Awards
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Celebrating Generosity: Half Pot & Silent Auction at the
IAACE Conference
One of the most anticipated traditions of the annual IAACE Conference is the
Half Pot Raffle and Silent Auction — two fun and meaningful ways attendees
support literacy efforts across Indiana.

The Silent Auction has a rich history of creativity and collaboration. Every item
is handcrafted by students in correctional education programs throughout the
state, with guidance and support from their dedicated teachers. From
woodworking and art to functional and decorative pieces, these unique
creations reflect the talent, skill, and hard work of learners and educators alike.
We extend our sincere gratitude to all the teachers and students who
contributed their time and talents to make this year’s auction a success.

This year’s fundraising results are something to celebrate:

Half Pot Raffle: $282.50 raised this year — bringing the two-year total
to $805.50.

Silent Auction: $2,250 deposited and $621.81 collected via PayPal, for a
total of $2,871.81.

The Indiana Literacy Association Board of Directors (Resource Committee)
carefully determines how these funds are used to support literacy initiatives and
professional development across the state.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who purchased raffle tickets, placed bids,
and helped make this event so impactful.

📸  Want to see some of the incredible auction items? Check out the
conference photo album to view the creativity on display!
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What a remarkable Adult Education and Family Literacy (AEFL) Week in
Indiana! From north to south, communities across the state joined together to
recognize the life-changing power of adult education.

This year, we were honored to receive proclamations from Governor Mike
Braun and several mayors across Indiana who proudly declared September
14–20, 2025, as Adult Education and Family Literacy Week in their cities.
These proclamations highlight adult education’s critical role in strengthening our
workforce, supporting families, and building vibrant communities.

Each proclamation serves as a public acknowledgment of the dedication of
adult educators and the perseverance of adult learners who are transforming
their lives through education. It’s a powerful reminder that learning truly is for
everyone, at every age and stage.

We carried that spirit of celebration right into our 2025 IAACE Conference,
where the energy of AEFL Week was still buzzing. During the Showcase
Session, we proudly highlighted the statewide proclamations, shared photos
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and stories from local celebrations, and applauded the collective success of our
programs. It was a moment of pride for everyone in the room — a chance to
see how our local advocacy and community partnerships are making a real
difference.

📺  Watch the 2025 IAACE Conference Showcase Session: Showcase
Session Video

AEFL Week reminded us all that adult education changes lives. Together, we
are creating opportunities, breaking barriers, and shaping stronger futures for
Indiana.

A special shoutout goes to the cities whose mayors joined in the celebration by
issuing AEFL Week proclamations — including Indianapolis, Evansville, Fort
Wayne, Greenfield, Jeffersonville, Kendallville, LaPorte, New Albany, and
Warsaw — along with several other communities across the state. Your
support shines a spotlight on the power of adult education and its impact in
every corner of Indiana.

We also shared some exciting news during AEFL Week! Every member’s
program received a complimentary membership to ProLiteracy, a wonderful
resource for professional growth, access to materials, and national networking
opportunities. To keep the celebration of literacy going, we proudly announced
the launch of the 2025 IAACE Essay Contest, inviting adult learners to share
their stories of transformation through education.

👉  Learn more about the IAACE Essay Contest

📸  Check out our AEFL Week Showcase Gallery!
Relive the moments, see the proclamations, and celebrate the people who
make adult education thrive across Indiana.

We will close with IAACE winning the COABE AEFL Week Social Media
Influencer Award. Thanks to all programs that shared posts that IAACE could
pose.
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Michelle Davis, Indiana House of Represenatives accepted the COABE Adult
Education Champion Award

Governor Braun visit to Area 30 Career Center
"We appreciated the opportunity for our NCCER Core Construction students to
meet with Governor Braun and discuss his views on working in the trades vs.
traditional college pathways.  This was an amazing opportunity for our first pre-
apprenticeship class! " Laura Elsbrock from Area 30 Career Center.
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Matthew Hostettler, IAACE Adult Learner of the Year, shared his story with Jenn
on the IAACE Podcast. Take a Listen on Spotify.
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🌟  IAACE Swag Store is Open! 🌟
 

Did you miss the Teachers Talk?
On Wednesday, an IAACE Teachers Talk recapped conference sessions.
 Read the blog,  https://iaace.com/2025/10/lets-talk-teaching/.  The blog
released the folder of handouts shared by conference presenters.
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Save the Date: COABE 2026 — Indianapolis, IN | April 12–15

Get ready for the COABE 2026 National Conference, the world’s largest adult
education gathering, set to take place in Indianapolis, Indiana, from April 12
through April 15, 2026.

What to Expect

15+ educational strands offering rich programmatic content

Nearly 500 national-level sessions led by expert presenters

Opportunities to connect with niche vendors and leading publishers

Awards, recognition, and funding showcase standout contributions in
adult education

Extensive networking with professionals from across the country

Get Involved

Teachers Talk Page
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Want to volunteer? IAACE is recruiting the Top 40 volunteers to help
make this conference unforgettable.

Learn More

For full details on registration pricing, hotel accommodations, and updates, visit
iaace.com/coabe-2026.

Be a Part of the ADULT EDUCATION MOVEMENT!
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Click the graphic above to Sign the Pledge!

Happy Birthday to October Birthdays!
If your birthday is missing, sign in to your profile and add your birthday month and date. Your membership may
also have expired.
Katie Kinman 3
Breanna Manley 5
Carey Bowling 6
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Emily Moody 6
Megan Hibbard 7
Lisa Blythe 7
Sarah Erb 9
Donna R. Lovelady 10
Mara Stibitz 10
Tyler Smith 11
Cynthia Johnson 17
Carol Bible 18
Nickie Nolting 18
Tamara Olicoeur 19
Deb Sherwood 23
Barbaro A. Parra 23
Alisha Jongeling 26
Deanna Wise 27
Darcey Mitschelen 28
Melinda Grismer 29

The Power of the Pause!
This is your monthly reminder to ask, "Are you taking a break? Have you
paused to take a moment in?" 
Jenn is on Hilton Head Island, taking a few pauses. Hippo took a moment
to pause for the camera.

Finding what you need on the IAACE Website is easy, check out the https://iaace.com/help/ page for
searching tips and help on the virtual.iaace.com platform.
The platform, virtual.iaace.com is available for all IAACE members and is a viable option for your
professional development needs. Find details on Professional Development Options
at https://iaace.com/professional-development/

Share and Learn: Member Resources

AE Acronyms Dictionary

Calendar Link
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IAACE Podcast - Matt Hostettler shares his story.
IAACE Swag Store is Open 
Teachers Talk released the presenter's handouts folder
COABE 2026 in Indianapolis
IAACE Members October Birthdays 

Thank You for a Fantastic Conference!

What an incredible time we had at the 2025 IAACE Conference! I hope you all
made wonderful memories, learned something new, and felt inspired by the
energy and passion of our amazing adult education community.

I know I had a great time laughing with many of you, catching up, and
celebrating the important work we do every day. Thank you for all that you do
to change lives through adult education, it truly makes a difference.

Next year’s conference is already shaping up to be even better
with Denise taking the lead on organizing, and I can’t wait to see everyone
there!

Here are some great IAACE Highlights & Updates:
 IN Literacy Association Auction & Raffle.  Earned over $3,000.00 in support. 
Fantastic!
Our Conference Survey is still Open.  We have until November 1st, your
feedback helps us grow!
Certiport Exams.   Congratulations to all who passed!
COABE Awards.  We were honored with AE Champion Award Winner!
Governor Braun Visited Adult Education. Thank you, and Congratulations to
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Area 30 for hosting! It sounds like a fantastic visit. 
IAACE Podcast. We are excited to announce that our IAACE Student of the
Year, Matt Hostettler will be sharing his story with us!
COABE 2026.  Stay tuned and be in the know!
IAACE Swag Store is Open.  If you did not before the conference feel free to
shop our store and show your IAACE pride!
October Birthdays.  Happy Birthday to Carol Bible and all our IAACE members
celebrating this month!  We celebrate you too.

Thank you again for making this year’s conference a home run. Let’s carry that
momentum forward and keep hitting it out of the park for adult learners across
Indiana!

Play ball,

Caroline Foster

President, IAACE

Thank you, and as always, change whatever you want. Feel free to include my
headshot if you want to.

Reflecting on the 2025 IAACE Conference 🎉
What an incredible conference! We welcomed 306 attendees and 19 vendors
for three days of learning, connection, and inspiration. Your energy and
engagement made it a huge success!

We’d love to hear from even more of you — share your thoughts on all things
conference so we can continue to make each year better than the last.

Looking ahead, planning for the 2026 IAACE Conference kicks off soon! Our
first planning meeting will be held Friday, November 14 at 9:00 a.m. ET via
Zoom. Whether you’ve been part of the conference crew before or are new to
the team, we’d love to have you join us.

10/16/25, 11:42 AM Indiana Association for Adult and Continuing Education Mail - IAACE October Newsletter- A Cure for FMO

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=fd683b82f2&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1846153355525113534&simpl=msg-f:1846153355525113534&simpl… 18/31



10/16/25, 11:42 AM Indiana Association for Adult and Continuing Education Mail - IAACE October Newsletter- A Cure for FMO

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=fd683b82f2&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1846153355525113534&simpl=msg-f:1846153355525113534&simpl… 19/31

https://iaace.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eae0b55ec3124cf5e5e993cc4&id=ab6322446c&e=fa95947a7a
https://iaace.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eae0b55ec3124cf5e5e993cc4&id=ab6322446c&e=fa95947a7a
https://iaace.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eae0b55ec3124cf5e5e993cc4&id=784150444b&e=fa95947a7a
https://iaace.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eae0b55ec3124cf5e5e993cc4&id=784150444b&e=fa95947a7a


Certification Testing Success and Lessons Learned
By: Wylder Smith
We’re pleased to share that 17 participants completed 20 exams, with 14
successful passes!

As with any first-time effort, we experienced a few growing pains with the new
Compass Cloud system, which was expected for a pilot run. With additional
preparation and training time, we’ll be able to smooth out those challenges in
the future. This was my first time using the system live, and it was a valuable
learning experience.

On the bright side, inventory delivery went seamlessly, and our test sessions
ran efficiently. Thanks to Rob and Deb for their fantastic work and support
throughout the process. It also seemed that participants appreciated the
opportunity, and using Vincennes University’s computers (thank you, Hannah!)
made everything run smoothly — they worked great!

Watch IAACE Awards
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Celebrating Generosity: Half Pot & Silent Auction at the
IAACE Conference
One of the most anticipated traditions of the annual IAACE Conference is the
Half Pot Raffle and Silent Auction — two fun and meaningful ways attendees
support literacy efforts across Indiana.

The Silent Auction has a rich history of creativity and collaboration. Every item
is handcrafted by students in correctional education programs throughout the
state, with guidance and support from their dedicated teachers. From
woodworking and art to functional and decorative pieces, these unique
creations reflect the talent, skill, and hard work of learners and educators alike.
We extend our sincere gratitude to all the teachers and students who
contributed their time and talents to make this year’s auction a success.

This year’s fundraising results are something to celebrate:

Half Pot Raffle: $282.50 raised this year — bringing the two-year total
to $805.50.

Silent Auction: $2,250 deposited and $621.81 collected via PayPal, for a
total of $2,871.81.

The Indiana Literacy Association Board of Directors (Resource Committee)
carefully determines how these funds are used to support literacy initiatives and
professional development across the state.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who purchased raffle tickets, placed bids,
and helped make this event so impactful.

📸  Want to see some of the incredible auction items? Check out the
conference photo album to view the creativity on display!
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What a remarkable Adult Education and Family Literacy (AEFL) Week in
Indiana! From north to south, communities across the state joined together to
recognize the life-changing power of adult education.

This year, we were honored to receive proclamations from Governor Mike
Braun and several mayors across Indiana who proudly declared September
14–20, 2025, as Adult Education and Family Literacy Week in their cities.
These proclamations highlight adult education’s critical role in strengthening our
workforce, supporting families, and building vibrant communities.

Each proclamation serves as a public acknowledgment of the dedication of
adult educators and the perseverance of adult learners who are transforming
their lives through education. It’s a powerful reminder that learning truly is for
everyone, at every age and stage.

We carried that spirit of celebration right into our 2025 IAACE Conference,
where the energy of AEFL Week was still buzzing. During the Showcase
Session, we proudly highlighted the statewide proclamations, shared photos
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and stories from local celebrations, and applauded the collective success of our
programs. It was a moment of pride for everyone in the room — a chance to
see how our local advocacy and community partnerships are making a real
difference.

📺  Watch the 2025 IAACE Conference Showcase Session: Showcase
Session Video

AEFL Week reminded us all that adult education changes lives. Together, we
are creating opportunities, breaking barriers, and shaping stronger futures for
Indiana.

A special shoutout goes to the cities whose mayors joined in the celebration by
issuing AEFL Week proclamations — including Indianapolis, Evansville, Fort
Wayne, Greenfield, Jeffersonville, Kendallville, LaPorte, New Albany, and
Warsaw — along with several other communities across the state. Your
support shines a spotlight on the power of adult education and its impact in
every corner of Indiana.

We also shared some exciting news during AEFL Week! Every member’s
program received a complimentary membership to ProLiteracy, a wonderful
resource for professional growth, access to materials, and national networking
opportunities. To keep the celebration of literacy going, we proudly announced
the launch of the 2025 IAACE Essay Contest, inviting adult learners to share
their stories of transformation through education.

👉  Learn more about the IAACE Essay Contest

📸  Check out our AEFL Week Showcase Gallery!
Relive the moments, see the proclamations, and celebrate the people who
make adult education thrive across Indiana.

We will close with IAACE winning the COABE AEFL Week Social Media
Influencer Award. Thanks to all programs that shared posts that IAACE could
pose.

10/16/25, 11:42 AM Indiana Association for Adult and Continuing Education Mail - IAACE October Newsletter- A Cure for FMO

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=fd683b82f2&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1846153355525113534&simpl=msg-f:1846153355525113534&simpl… 23/31

https://iaace.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eae0b55ec3124cf5e5e993cc4&id=e745dc9954&e=fa95947a7a
https://iaace.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eae0b55ec3124cf5e5e993cc4&id=e745dc9954&e=fa95947a7a
https://iaace.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eae0b55ec3124cf5e5e993cc4&id=7a4b068eb1&e=fa95947a7a
https://iaace.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=eae0b55ec3124cf5e5e993cc4&id=21e0bc09cb&e=fa95947a7a


Michelle Davis, Indiana House of Represenatives accepted the COABE Adult
Education Champion Award

Governor Braun visit to Area 30 Career Center
"We appreciated the opportunity for our NCCER Core Construction students to
meet with Governor Braun and discuss his views on working in the trades vs.
traditional college pathways.  This was an amazing opportunity for our first pre-
apprenticeship class! " Laura Elsbrock from Area 30 Career Center.
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Matthew Hostettler, IAACE Adult Learner of the Year, shared his story with Jenn
on the IAACE Podcast. Take a Listen on Spotify.
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🌟  IAACE Swag Store is Open! 🌟
 

Did you miss the Teachers Talk?
On Wednesday, an IAACE Teachers Talk recapped conference sessions.
 Read the blog,  https://iaace.com/2025/10/lets-talk-teaching/.  The blog
released the folder of handouts shared by conference presenters.
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Save the Date: COABE 2026 — Indianapolis, IN | April 12–15

Get ready for the COABE 2026 National Conference, the world’s largest adult
education gathering, set to take place in Indianapolis, Indiana, from April 12
through April 15, 2026.

What to Expect

15+ educational strands offering rich programmatic content

Nearly 500 national-level sessions led by expert presenters

Opportunities to connect with niche vendors and leading publishers

Awards, recognition, and funding showcase standout contributions in
adult education

Extensive networking with professionals from across the country

Get Involved

Teachers Talk Page
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Want to volunteer? IAACE is recruiting the Top 40 volunteers to help
make this conference unforgettable.

Learn More

For full details on registration pricing, hotel accommodations, and updates, visit
iaace.com/coabe-2026.

Be a Part of the ADULT EDUCATION MOVEMENT!
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Click the graphic above to Sign the Pledge!

Happy Birthday to October Birthdays!
If your birthday is missing, sign in to your profile and add your birthday month and date. Your membership may
also have expired.
Katie Kinman 3
Breanna Manley 5
Carey Bowling 6
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Emily Moody 6
Megan Hibbard 7
Lisa Blythe 7
Sarah Erb 9
Donna R. Lovelady 10
Mara Stibitz 10
Tyler Smith 11
Cynthia Johnson 17
Carol Bible 18
Nickie Nolting 18
Tamara Olicoeur 19
Deb Sherwood 23
Barbaro A. Parra 23
Alisha Jongeling 26
Deanna Wise 27
Darcey Mitschelen 28
Melinda Grismer 29

The Power of the Pause!
This is your monthly reminder to ask, "Are you taking a break? Have you
paused to take a moment in?" 
Jenn is on Hilton Head Island, taking a few pauses. Hippo took a moment
to pause for the camera.

Finding what you need on the IAACE Website is easy, check out the https://iaace.com/help/ page for
searching tips and help on the virtual.iaace.com platform.
The platform, virtual.iaace.com is available for all IAACE members and is a viable option for your
professional development needs. Find details on Professional Development Options
at https://iaace.com/professional-development/

Share and Learn: Member Resources

AE Acronyms Dictionary

Calendar Link
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