
TravisApril_Essay2021_Region 5 

 

Reaching Goals:  Past, Present, and Future 

 When I hear the question, “How will Adult Education help me reach the next level?” it 
makes me think about the many times it already brought me through hurdles and will help me 
reach my ultimate goal.  The Adult Education program has gotten me to where I needed to be, 
after dropping out of school at a young age.  It has prepared me for the level, where I would like 
to be next year, which is taking the ASVAB for the United States Army.  If it were not for the 
education given by these classes, I would not have been prepared to address any of the testing for 
my dream career, to be a combat medic in the army. When I first started the classes, I was so far 
behind in education, I was discouraged, but with the help of this program, I have achieved many 
goals and will surpass this next one.  The ways this program has assisted me is by helping jog my 
memory on all topics needed, restore faith in me, and even have advocates for my future. 

 When I started the Adult Education Program, I was far behind most of my friends, but 
with time and patience, I caught up enough to get my HSE.  This was huge, not only to myself 
but also my family.  With help from the teachers, I was able to reach that first goal of achieving 
my HSE.   Now, it is helping me prepare for the ASVAB. Refreshing the memory of someone 16 
and up is challenging, because you are unsure of the level of your peers, but this program helped 
to make sure I could do it in a short time.  This experience has made such a difference for me as 
it enabled me to obtain my CNA certification, and has prepared me to confidently face a huge 
test that determines my future.  

In April of 2018 I had the privilege of taking my CNA board test and passed that with 
flying colors. I had not only worked at nursing homes, but home health care as well until right 
before COVID hit. But sadly, because of immune-comprised members of my household, I now 
work at a gas station while I prepare to take the ASVAB testing that of which will determine if I 
get into my dream career as a United States soldier.  I can’t wait to put those scrubs back on. 

Before beginning the Adult Education Program, I had no faith in myself and thought I 
would never be able to get an HSE.  However, I did in fact achieve this goal, on September 25th 
2020, one of the proudest moments of my life!  I also had thought I would never be able to take 
the ASVAB, but after a little time, this program has restored faith that all things are possible.  
This renewed faith has opened many options in my life, previously with obtaining my CNA 
certification, and now I have faith I can pass the ASVAB test in the next few months.  I am also 
confident I can face and achieve future goals. 

 The Adult Education teachers are like cheerleaders in a way, with their encouragement 
and their faith in their students, my being one of them.  My teachers have cheered me on many 
occasions, as I was going over hurdles in the past.  Now, after finding out I will be taking the test 
for the army, they are cheering me on even more.  Cheerleaders are known to encourage their 
team and that is exactly what they are doing for me, which helps ease my mind as I prepare for 
my future. Their cheering will help the pressure fall away, so I can focus on my brighter 
tomorrow. 



 Adult Education helps many to achieve their dreams, and that is especially true in my 
case.  My character has improved during and after this program, and now I am able to 
demonstrate the countless other benefits this program has enabled me to acquire, and will 
prepare me for future goals.  I am beyond thankful to have had the second chance at an education 
and the chance to have support as I continue on into the future.  My achievements have been all 
thanks to this program, because of their dedication, faith restoring, and cheering.  I know for 
certain, when all is said and done, that the program helped me and will continue to help me go 
onwards an upwards. 


