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IAACE FALL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 

Wednesday, September 29, 2021 
 

10:00 am    Check-In Opens 

Masks are mandated in the Conference Center 

Wednesday’s theme is Educational. Prize drawing for 

wearing the theme enter at the IAACE Table. 

 

11:00 am   Grand Opening Exhibit Area Opens 

  

11:00 am -12:00 pm Box Lunch with Exhibitors-  

Main Hall/Stardust Ballroom (4,5,6) 
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12:00 pm - 1:15 pm Keynote General 

Session One (1) HYBRID 

Dr. Lori Desautels  

How Our Brains Learn, Feel, Behave, and Socialize When 

There is Adversity and Trauma 

In this session we will explore brain development through 

an educator’s lens. We will learn how adversity and trauma 

affect the way we learn, behave, and perceive the world, 

addressing specific brain aligned strategies that regulate 

our nervous systems and help us to connect with one 

another. 

  

 

1:15 PM - 1:30 PM  BREAK WITH EXHIBITORS 

 

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm  Concurrent Breakouts/Session One  
 

FREEMONT 1 

Professional Development Network - A Networking Event  

Dan DeVers 
 
Danny DeVers has over 20 years of experience in adult education. He began his career as an 
ABE teacher and local program coordinator. Currently, he serves as a regional Adult 
Education Coordinator and the Professional Development Lead for the Indiana Department of 
Workforce Development 

 

The DWD adult education Professional Development Facilitator (PDF) Project is an 

initiate based on a delivery system that concentrates on local program need, state 

dissemination of products and information, and leadership development. 
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FREEMONT 2 

Legendary Life Coaching 

Kimberly Smerdel 

Kim Smerdel has nine years of ESL experience and has spent the past six years as an ESL 
educator. Kim’s experience includes working with students from kindergarten through 
adulthood, whose educational and linguistic backgrounds have been rich and varied. In 2015, 
Kim graduated from Johnson University with a degree in TESOL education, and served as the 
assistant to the linguistics professor for the 2015 school year. Kim worked as an adult ELL 

educator for WTAE in 2016 - helping students advance through intermediate ESL. From 2017 to 2020, Kim 
worked as the middle school ELL teacher with Franklin Township Middle School West, while resuming her 
evening position as an adult ESL educator in 2019. In 2020 Kim stepped out of the classroom and into 
supervision- spreading her passion for linguistics and English language acquisition to an incredible team of 
teachers.  
 

Legendary Life Coaching is a workshop designed to engage programs in meaningful 

discussions to advance your life coaching practices.  This workshop will feature 26 

defined life coaching services that are easy to understand and navigate even for 

English Language Learners.  The workshop will also showcase HSE Bootcamp; 

Career Pathways; Scholarship, Citizenship, and Success Story Portals. 

 
 

FREEMONT 3 

Writing Lessons for Persistence  

Laura Priebe  
Laura Priebe has been in the field of literacy and adult education since 2009.  She was 
the administrator of Hoosier Hills Literacy League, a volunteer driven community literacy 
organization, until they merged with River Valley Resources in 2020.  She teaches ELL 
and ABE in Region 9, and administers the Dolly Parton Imagination Library for Dearborn 
County.  In her free time, Laura enjoys reading, spending time outdoors, and training her 
yellow lab puppy, Maisy.  She lives in Lawrenceburg with her husband and whichever of 
their four children who happen to be in town. 

 

Two writing lessons will be presented - "Stress - Everyone's Got it - How to Deal," and 

"Re-writing Your School Story for Success."  Session participants will be lead through 

the first lesson, and the second lesson will be demonstrated by the presenter.  Both 

lessons teach writing, life skills, and digital literacy, and will be available for participants 

to adapt for use in their own programs. 

Attendees are encouraged to bring devices to fully partipate in the interactive portion. 
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FREEMONT 4- HYBRID 

Why our brain state matters and how we can calm down our brain's stress 
response.   

 

Dr. Lori Desautels, Author, Keynote 

 
In this session we will learn that the most important brain state is that 

of the adult or helper.  We share our brain state so if we are calm we 

can calm and regulate others.  We have the ability to regulate our 

own physiology through activities like breathing, movement, touch 

and connection.  Having a regulated brain is key to helping others 

regulate their brain. 

 

FREEMONT 5- HYBRID 
 
Digital Literacy and Technology Integration:  An Engaging Face-to-Face and 

Virtual Learning Experience 

Michael Matos 

Michael Matos Currently the EdTech Director for Chicago Citywide Literacy Coalition 
managing the Illinois Digital Literacy Lab Project and more. I am currently on the IACEA, 
(Region 1 Sr. Director) and COABE (Region 3 Rep). Past positions include: Senior Director of 
Adult Education, Employment and Training Programs. I have managed adult education 
programs, computer technology centers and career development programs for over 12 years. I 
have been an instructor for Financial and Computer Literacy, ESL, ABE/ASE for over 20 
years. I have been presenting at conferences nationally since 2007. 
 

Technology pervades the workplace, education, and daily life. The range of uses and 

applications suggest numerous approaches for assessing digital literacy skills and 

integrating technology. Explore four basic approaches to integrating technology into 

adult learning and instruction: technology as curriculum, as delivery mechanisms, as 

instructional complements, and as instructional tools. 
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FREEMONT 6- HYBRID  

HiSET Program Overview for Indiana Educators and Test Center Staff 

Adam Springwater, Tanya Haug & Megan Hibbard 

Adam is the Senior Client Manager, Educational Testing Service, HiSET® Program 
Tanya is the National Director, Educational Testing Service, HiSET® Program 
Megan is the HSE Coordinator for the Indiana Department of Workforce Development. 
 

In this session, we will provide information about the HiSET Exam, resources, 

registration and administration. Chief examiners and test center staff will get an 

overview of what is covered in the HiSET Program Manual including environment and 

equipment, the HiSET test materials, test security, portals, data manager, test taker 

registration and customer service. For more info, review the HiSET Program Manual at: 

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/program_manual.pdf.  

 

SUNCOAST - HYBRID 

Up and Active  

Sara Gutting 

Sara Z. Gutting has served in many different capacities of adult education for almost 30 
years. Sara joined Indiana’s Adult Education Professional Development Team as their lead 
trainer where she conducted workshops for adult education teachers and directors. She 
continues to conduct workshops and webinars throughout the county, but her first love is 
teaching and reaching those hard to reach students.  Sara continues to teach the HSE at 
the Hamilton County Jail where she has been for over 27 years. 

 
 

Are your students tired of packets and handouts? Do you want to reach more of your 

students through group work but feel your hands are tied with different levels of 

learners? Do you look for ways to retain your students and keep them motivated? 

Participants will learn the value of active learning by getting up and active and leave 

with ready to implement activities. 
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STARDUST 1 

Learning and Teaching Methods  

John Heppner  

John Heppner MBA, EdD previously worked in higher education for over ten years. Mr. Heppner has spent the 
last three years working with education in corrections with his most recent role as an education site manager. 
His doctorate was on under-resourced adult learners’ perspectives; he brings this research with him to discuss 
their implications to teach adult learners in corrections. 

 

Adult learners come to school with various learning styles. Many adult learners also 
come to school with limited tools/skills in financial, emotional, spiritual and other 
resources. Understanding the audience as we attempt to teach is valuable in creating 
strong classroom outcomes. The class will consist of lecture and open discussion on 
this topic. 
 

STARDUST 2 

2020 Latino Health Needs & Workforce Study  

Melinda Grismer 

Melinda Grismer, a community development specialist with PCRD, has expertise in grant-writing, facilitation, 
strategic planning, board governance and diversity/inclusion issues. Melinda spent three years (2004-2007) 
developing a successful Latino Community Learning Center/Plaza Comunitaria in Frankfort, Indiana, followed 
by three years (2007-2010) as the Learning Network Coordinator of Clinton County, building local educational 
and workforce capacity. In her role at PCRD, Melinda leverages the experience she gained working with her 
local community to benefit the state of Indiana. 
 

Conference participants who work with or design instruction for Limited English 

Proficient (LEP) audiences will find the results of the 2020 Latino Health Needs & 

Workforce Study an insightful glimpse into the social determinants that affect adult 

learners’ success and well-being. The presenter will detail the study’s methodology 

and share key findings, facilitating dialogue among participants. 
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STARDUST 3 

CONNECT FOUR  

THIS ROOM OFFERS A BREAK, TIME FOR A GAME OR A CHAT WITH A COLLEAGUE. THIS DOES NOT 

COUNT AS A SESSION FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT POINTS. 

 

3:00 pm - 3:30 pm  Break with Exhibitors/Sponsors 

     Break & Popcorn Sponsored by:    
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3:30 pm - 5:00 pm  Concurrent Breakouts/Session Two 

FREEMONT 1 

Seasoned Directors Offer Advice, Panel Discussion 

Jerry Haffner 

Jerry Haffner, Assistant Director of Adult Education Policy & Programs 
With the Department of Workforce Development. Jerry has many years of experience in adult 
education. In his current role he is the ideal facilitator for this panel discussion.  
 

Seasoned directors are in a line up to answer your questions from spending money, 

data interpretation, marketing, and retaining learners. Jerry Haffner, facilitator, will 

guide the panel discussion. Your questions will be answered. Joining Jerry are Marilyn 

Pitzulo, associate chief workforce strategy & design, Department of Workforce 

Development; Todd DeLey, assistant supervisor, community & continuing education, 

MSD Washington Township Schools; Rob Moore, director of adult education, Monroe 

County Community School Corporation; Lara Pastore, assistant supervisor, community 

& continuing education, MSD Washington Township Schools; and others. 

 

FREEMONT 2 

Connecting Adult Basic Education Content to Career Choice 

Karen Yancey 

Karen Yancey ABE/Vocational instructor at New Castle Correctional Facility for 15 years.  
BSChE from Purdue University.  MS in Secondary Education from University of Southern 
Indiana.  Taught math, chemistry, physics, and computer courses for  junior high through 
college levels. Also worked as career consultant.  OWDS, GCDF and CLT certified. 

 
Students often ask, "Who uses this in the real world?"  A young college graduate recently 

posted on social media that no one uses anything they learn in high school after graduation.  A 

college professor responded to that post by stating that teachers need to show students how 

the content they are learning will be used in their future careers.  This presentation will 

address this issue. 
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FREEMONT 3 

Presenting Essential Soft Skills Assessment and Offline Career Readiness Materials 

 Kathy Fletcher 

Kathy Fletcher is an accomplished career readiness implementation consultant, trainer 
and coach. She has led highly successful statewide and regional career readiness 
implementations in Indiana, Florida, South Carolina, Kentucky, Indiana and Arizona. She 
has been with WIN Learning for 12+ years; worked as a consultant at a Workforce Board 
in Florida briefly; owned her own business for 20 years; taught in the public schools for 10 
years. 

 

Indiana has initiated using the WIN Learning Essential Soft Skills Credential for inclusion in the 

IET programs statewide.  Learn how this credential is earned and what it means for you and 

your learners.  In addition, offline materials will be presented to use in implementations 

without internet access.  Join us to learn all about the latest, greatest Career Readiness 

options in Indiana. Laptops and tablets are encouraged but not required to attend. 

 

 
FREEMONT 4- HYBRID 

Teaching in a Virtual World - Rethinking Your Instruction (presenter will be 

virtual) 

Christina Miller 

Christina Miller Ms. Miller worked for over 30 years in adult education.  She was a program 
director serving over 2,000 students annually. She served on the state level for a time 
developing and implementing professional development programs state-wide and is now 
working as a national consultant for Aztec providing training workshops, conducting national 
webinars and presenting at state and national conferences.  In 2020, she presented over 30 
virtual presentations. 

 
Whether you are teaching in a totally virtual environment or using a hybrid model, each 

has benefits and challenges. Join this session to discuss both the benefits and 

challenges and learn how to build your own strong model that fits your needs from 

planning to evaluating.  We will identify considerations for the teacher, the learner, and 

the curriculum.  Sponsored by:  
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FREEMONT 5- HYBRID 

Gamification in the Adult Classroom: An interdependent strategy for increasing 
program retention. 
 

Dr. Treg Hopkins is a leading expert and certified quantitative research methodologist 
that specializes in adult learning through the use of interdependence, emotional 
intelligence, and diversification of the classroom. A regular conference presenter, Dr. 
Hopkins was also recently published in the Journal of Teaching and Learning with 
Technology with his article- Facilitating Success: Using Self-Regulated Learning and 
Servant Leadership in the College Classroom. Dr. Hopkins' research focuses on how 
adults of all educational levels learn, retain, and apply new information. 

 
Gamification in the Adult Classroom: An interdependent strategy for increasing 
program retention. We know that happy students who feel success throughout the 
course, and their program tend to persist. That is our goal! We want every student to 
be engaged and persist from your class, to graduation, and into their chosen career. 
To get there, we have to think that education, because it is growth oriented, is always 
changing, always advancing. By its nature, it is filled with change and development. 
Today, we will take a look at how understanding the skillset of the Gamer, how to 
create a culture of gamification in your programs, and how it can truly enhance your 
classroom experience, engagement and most importantly, creating the skills necessary 
for successful employment for the adult education student. 
 

FREEMONT 6- HYBRID 

From Deficit-Based to Assets-Based: The Multilingual Turn and Implications for 

Teaching Adult English Language Learners  

Xavier Munoz 

Xavier Muñoz has worked at the crossroads of adult education and TESOL since 2012 and is 

passionate about taking a critical stance toward language and power. He leads professional 

development efforts at the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia and holds an SIT TESOL 

Certificate and a MA in TESOL from SIT Graduate Institute. 

The use of students’ own languages (L1s) can be a useful scaffold, but is that all? By 

presenting key concepts of multilingual approaches to ESL, the presenter will invite 

practitioners to question how they view language and language learning for adults. The 

presenter will also share strategies for building on the L1 to promote English language 

development and college and career readiness. 
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SUNCOAST – HYBRID 

Things you need to know 

Sara Gutting 

Sara Z. Gutting has served in many different capacities of adult education for almost 30 
years.  From HSE/ABE/ESL and Adult Secondary Credit teacher to adult education 
coordinator to professional development consultant, she has done it all even starting out as 
a volunteer in the program of which she eventually became coordinator.  Sara was the adult 
education coordinator for MSD Washington Township in Indianapolis for 7 years before 
joining Indiana’s Adult Education Professional Development Team as their lead trainer 
where she conducted workshops for adult education teachers and directors. 

 

Understanding state goals and knowing how to implement them is key to a successful 

classroom and program.  This in turn creates successful students who not only gain a 

HSE but also employment, start on a career pathway, or secondary education. This 

workshop will talk about the state goals and show way to implement them in your 

classroom. 

 

STARDUST 1 

Math Rules, Make the Connection 

Mike Thombleson 

Mike Thombleson has worked in adult education for the past 16 years in corrections.  He is 
currently employed as the Northern Regional Coordinator with Ivy Tech Community College.  
In addition, he has taught middle school, high school, and college level math classes and 
holds a master's degree in mathematics from Indiana State University. 
 
Mathematics is governed by rules and for a student to be successful in math, he/she must 

make a connection with the rules.  It has been my observation that students struggle with 

math because they confuse math rules, do not build on them, or just do not know the rules.  It is the objective 

of this presentation for instructors to help students learn and use the math rules. 
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STARDUST 2 

Special Education Accommodations in Corrections  

Connie Lucas 

 
Connie Lucas is the Special Education Coordinator with Ivy Tech for the Indiana Department of 
Corrections.  Connie does hold her teaching credentials in Special Education.  She works out of the Wabash 
Valley facility but supports all the facilities in serving Special Education students in the adult basic education 
program.  Connie has worked with the department of corrections for several years and is very well versed in 
special education services.  

 

This session is designed for correctional educators who have a special education 
student in their class or may have a special education student in their class.   A special 
education student may be a student under 22 with an IEP or a student over 22 with a 
504 plan.  The session will cover accommodations, an explanation of an IEP’s and 
504’s, techniques to work with special education students, and required 
documentation. 

STARDUST 3 

CONNECT FOUR  

THIS ROOM OFFERS A BREAK, TIME FOR A GAME OR A CHAT WITH A COLLEAGUE. THIS DOES NOT 

COUNT AS A SESSION FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT POINTS. 

 

 

5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  Appetizers with Exhibitors/Sponsors 

Sponsored by:   
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6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Dinner on your own  

 

 

7:30 pm - 10:00 pm  Comedian Brad Tassell – Stardust Ballroom (4,5,6) HYBRID 

 

Sponsored by:
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Strand Sponsors: 
 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS STRAND SPONSOR: 
 

 
 
 
ADULT BASIC EDUCATION STRAND SPONSOR: 
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Thursday, September 30, 2021 
7:30 am - 9:00 am Continental Breakfast-  Stardust Ballroom (4,5,6) 

Masks are mandated in the Conference Center Thursday’s 

theme is Funny. Prize drawing for wearing the theme enter 

at the IAACE Table. 

9:00 am - 10:00 am Concurrent Breakouts/Session Three (3)  

FREEMONT 1 

Boardworks Education ~ Using Interactive & Engaging Content to Support both 

Teachers & Students 

Andy Pridgeon 

 Andy is a retired professional educator from the Lansing area of Michigan.  Over the course 
of the past thirty years, Andy has served as a teacher, assistant principal, and principal, as 
well as the vice-president of educational technology company focused on helping educational 
organizations create and sustain true 21st century classrooms and learning experiences.  For 
the past three years, Andy has been serving as an educational consultant for Boardworks 
Education and finds particular joy in helping teachers use and utilize technology in truly 
engaging and meaningful ways.  Andy’s wife is an elementary special education teacher and 
they have two daughters.  In his free time, Andy can be found spending time with friends and 

family, reading, and hunting.    

 
Boardworks provides a huge library of over 25,000 slides of highly interactive and 

engaging supplemental teaching and learning resources across all core subject 

areas.  The entire platform is built for ease of use, simple implementation, flexibility and 

teacher support.  This incredible content works on any device and saves teachers a 

ton of time when delivering instruction either face to face, virtually, or in a hybrid 

model.  Boardworks provides the missing piece that fully connects the classroom 

teacher with the unique needs of all adult learners and advances teaching and learning 

in truly meaningful ways.  Furthermore, Boardworks is NOT a subscription based 

service and ultimately saves organizations a lot of money when compared to 

subscription based services and expensive textbooks.  Boardworks truly cuts through 

the noise and chaos of the minute and allows teachers to focus on teaching, student 

achievement, and relationship building.  

Sponsored by:  
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FREEMONT 2 

Teaching Math:  A Pseudo-Socratic Approach 

Karen Yancey  
Karen Yancey ABE/Vocational Instructor at New Castle Correctional Facility for 15 years.  
Taught math, chemistry, physics and computer courses for junior high students through 
college level.  BSChE from Purdue University; MS in Secondary Education from the University 
of Southern Indiana. 
 

"Probably the most important skill that children learn is how to learn. … Too often we give children answers to 

remember rather than problems to solve." — Roger Lewin (1974).  The solution to improving pass rates on the 

TASC Mathematics test may be to ask students the right questions, rather than rely on demonstrating solution 

methods that students try unsuccessfully to memorize. 

 

FREEMONT 3 

Transform Your Classroom with Burlington Core "Hitting All the Right Notes for 

College and Career Success" 

 Laura Smart 

Laura has over 28 years of classroom teaching experience in special education K-12, 
correctional education, and adult education/literacy. Laura has always enjoyed collaborating 
with teachers to share best practices which enhance student progress. Laura is excited to 
share her knowledge and experience to inspire teachers to use Burlington English to its fullest 
potential. 
 

Like the right combination of notes in a song, Burlington English courses create the 

perfect harmony for college and career success. In this session learn how Burlington's 

blended suite of standards-based online courses prepare students with rigorous 

academic content, civics knowledge, career readiness skills and digital literacy at all 

levels of instruction. (Open Lab time follows this session) 

This session sponsored by: 
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FREEMONT 4- HYBRID 

 HiSET Program Overview for Indiana Educators and Test Center Staff (repeat) 

 

Adam Springwater, Tanya Haug & Megan Hibbard  

Adam is the Senior Client Manager, Educational Testing Service, HiSET® Program 
Tanya is the National Director, Educational Testing Service, HiSET® Program 
Megan is the HSE Coordinator for the Indiana Department of Workforce Development. 

 

In this session, we will provide information about the HiSET Exam, resources, 

registration and administration. Chief examiners and test center staff will get an 

overview of what is covered in the HiSET Program Manual including environment and 

equipment, the HiSET test materials, test security, portals, data manager, test taker 

registration and customer service. For more info, review the HiSET Program Manual at: 

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/program_manual.pdf.  

 

FREEMONT 5- HYBRID 

A Beginner's Guide to Google Docs  

Diane Steffey, Brittany Kirschner 

Diane Steffey is the Supervisor of Program Development at J. Everett Light Career Center 

who works closely with our staff and students in the areas of dual credit and certifications and 

teaching and learning.  She has 3 years of experience as the Supervisor of Program 

Development and 12 years as a classroom teacher in math and science.  She has worked 

with our teaching staff in providing meaningful professional development on effective 

teaching, best practices, technology, and equity.  Diane is passionate about seeing our 

students and staff succeed as learners. 

During this session, we will introduce to you the basics of utilizing Google Docs.  We 

will share how to get started, how to get organized, how to share, and how it can 

benefit you!  We will provide real examples, share at an introductory pace, and allow 

you to follow along with us. 
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FREEMONT 6- HYBRID 

CONNECT Your Physical Classroom to Your Google Classroom  

Katie Walton 

Katie Walton is a certified 5-12 teacher who has taught for 12 years including internationally. 

Katie currently works for River Valley Resources(RVR) in Region 9. She teaches in Ohio & 

Switzerland County as well as a virtual teacher for RVR. Katie has assisted in developing 

RVR's website and their online adult education academy. 

Google Classroom is one learning management system(LMS) that is widely used. Your 

physical classroom can be transposed to your Google Classroom with a few clicks. 

Attendees will learn how to make this transition and leave with a fully functional Google 

Classroom. 

 

SUNCOAST – HYBRID 

Building Prison IETS: The down and dirty on what you REALLY need to know 

Konnie McCollum 

 
Konnie McCollum is Adult Education Director for River Valley Resources, Inc. She has a Master’s Degree in Adult 
Education from Indiana University and a Bachelor of Arts in English from the University of Louisville. She is one of 
the co-developers of the Madison Model, and she has participated in several national initiatives on IET 
development. She was recently awarded COABE's 2021 Outstanding Administrator of the Year, and she currently 
is honored to be a member of the IAACE Board of Directors. 
 

The Madison Model, a nationally-known prison education model for occupational skills 

certifications, has seen close to 500 women earn more than 800 portable occupational 

skills certifications, and many of those women have gone on to earn college degrees. 

This presentation explores the nitty gritty of how the community partnership created the 

IET program through collaboration and problem solving. 
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STARDUST 1 

Developing Positive Student Relationships in a Correctional Facility 

Roger Dutcher 

Mr. Dutcher started teaching at the Heritage Trails Correction Center in 2020.  Before that he taught Band, 

Orchestra, Choir, and Music in public and private schools for twenty - seven years.  He has received several 

awards throughout his teaching career for his education and presentation skills. 

This training will explore ideas and practices that can be used to develop positive 

relationships with offender students.  We will explore how to get to know, build positive 

relationships, and develop trust with the offenders in your class.  Participants will 

receive several strategies for creating a positive and nurturing classroom environment 

with their offender students. 

 

STARDUST 2 

2+2=4:  Connecting Your Program to a Budget 

Donna Lovelady 

Donna Lovelady has worked at the State office of Adult Education for 23 years.  She has handled the fiscal 

side of ABE for the last ten years.  In 2020, she became the State Grants Manager, overseeing the request for 

applications for the 2021 grant continuation. Donna is a lifelong Hoosier who earned her degree from Indiana 

University-Purdue University, Indianapolis. 

Everything you always wanted to know about Adult Education finance management, 

but were afraid to ask!  If you plan the budget or work in or with the finance department 

for your program, this session is for you.  The session will include basic information for 

the fiscal beginner, as well as budgeting do's & don'ts, adult education policies, and 

more. 

 

STARDUST 3 

CONNECT FOUR  

THIS ROOM OFFERS A BREAK, TIME FOR A GAME OR A CHAT WITH A COLLEAGUE. THIS DOES NOT 

COUNT AS A SESSION FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT POINTS. 
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10:00 am - 10:15 am Break in Exhibitor Area   

 

10:15 am - 11:15 am  Concurrent Breakouts/Session Four (4) 

FREEMONT 1 

Engaging Activities for the ESL Classroom 

Gretchen Easterday, Megan  

 
Gretchen works for Vincennes University Adult Education in Evansville as ESL Lead 
Teacher and is a Professional Development Facilitator. She has been teaching ESL since 
2001. 
Megan is a teacher with Vincennes University Adult Education in Evansville. She has 17 
years of experience and has taught ESL in California, China, and Indiana. 
 

We’ll look at activities we’ve used and dissect them with you to 

determine why they worked and how you can use them to help current 

and future students meet their language learning goals. You’ll leave with practical 

ideas and activities to make your lessons more lively and effective and your students 

more engaged. 

 

 

FREEMONT 2 

Ice Breakers:  Building Connections Among Students From Day One 

Karen Yancey 

Karen Yancey Fifteen years experience teaching a variety of courses at New Castle 
Correctional Facility.  Currently teaching ABE/HSE and Logistics CLA/CLT.  B.S.ChE from 
Purdue; M.S. in Secondary Education from USI.  Previously taught high school science and 
mathematics and chemistry and computer courses for Ivy Tech. 
 

Adult Education students arrive in our classrooms without previous interactions with 

many of their classmates.  This presentation will demonstrate a number of activities 

that can be used to facilitate building connections between relative strangers on the 

first day of a new class and beyond. 
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FREEMONT 3 

Burlington English Open Lab 

LAURA SMART 

Bring your Device and get one on one time with Burlington English.  

 

FREEMONT 4- HYBRID  

Meet learners where they are in math and English with engaging digital 

resources. 

Zahra Massicotte  

Zahra has spent the better part of the last 12 years helping educators support students 
through thoughtful technology implementations. She is thrilled to help grow partnerships 
as Regional Membership Manager at NROC, covering the Midwest and Northeast. Zahra 
resides in New Jersey and, in her free time, loves practicing and teaching yoga, cooking 
healthy meals, and enjoying the outdoors. 

  
Honor every learner's unique know-how and empower them to master the math and 
English they need to accelerate their academic and career goals. In this session, we’ll 
review free and low-cost digital resources (EdReady and HippoCampus) that can be 
implemented quickly, follow simple navigation and have digestible and relevant media 
content for the adult learner. 

 

FREEMONT 5- HYBRID 

Rural Programs Collaborate to Maximize Student Education & Workforce Training 

Options 

Laura Elsbrock 
Laura Elsbrock is the Adult Ed Coordinator & Career Coach for Area 30 Adult Education in 
Greencastle, Indiana. The program has two sites and serves 90-130 students. Laura has a Bachelors' 
degree in Education, a Master’s Degree in Administration, and has been in adult ed for 9 yrs. She was 
previously a manager/business owner that recruited, trained, and developed staff for over 20 years. 
Other panelists include Adult Ed Coordinator Elizabeth Coley of Clay County whose program serves 
85-100, and Adult Ed Director Karen Hill of Parke/Vermillion County whose program serves 85-110 
students. 

https://www.nroc.org/
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A panel of small rural programs present how they have teamed up to provide students 

training in multiple career pathways. We highlight how our programs cross county lines 

to enhance access, design and deliver IET/WEI curriculum, maximize employer 

relationships, and exceed the requirements for career coaching using both WIN ESS 

and CareerNorth modules to expedite job acquisition for students. 

 

FREEMONT 6- HYBRID 

Connecting through Virtual Instruction 

Lara Pastore 

Lara Pastore has served as the Assistant Director of Adult Education in Washington 
Township for the past nine years.  During her tenure, Lara has secured grant funding to 
establish Citizenship classes, family literacy programs, and piloted multiple career training 
and program initiatives.  She has presented at the state IAACE 2014 and 2019 conferences, 
the DWD Summer Institute (2010 & 2013) and at the National Career Pathways Network 
conference in 2012. 

 

Learn how Washington Twnshp. Adult Education used virtual instruction to provide services during 

the pandemic & create new hybrid instruction delivery models to support teachers & maintain 

performance 

 

 

SUNCOAST – HYBRID 

LOSING CONNECTION - IDENTIFYING WHERE WE LOSE STUDENTS AND HOW 
TO GET THEM BACK! 
Neil Richmund, Amy Richmund 

Neil Richmund is a native Australian who has lived in the US for over 30 years, during 
which he was a chaplain and teacher in Christian schools across the country before making 
the switch to using technology to help organizations, non-profits, and schools reach their 
goals.  He is married to co-presenter Amy Richmund, and together they have three young 

adult children.  Amy has been a central Indiana resident for her entire life and has been in the world of 
education for her entire career, having taught in a wide variety of socioeconomic, age, grade, and ability levels, 
and her most recent educational role was serving as the HSE Supervisor for Wayne Township Adult Education 
through 2019, when she and her husband joined forces in their educational software business ConnecAble 
Education.  Now Neil and Amy work together, consulting and building online solutions geared specifically 
toward creating solutions for adult education, working with several adult education programs across Indiana 
and the nation to help connect students to programs, boosting enrollment and increasing engagement and 
retention these creative times. Amy and Neil are passionate about helping adult education programs reach 
their goals, sharing their combined 20+ years of adult education and technology implementation experience 
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with adult education programs, connecting the resources adult education has to offer with the students who 
need it most! 

 
Are you certain you are reaching all the students you can for your program?  Do you 
have those students in your program who just seem to disappear over time?  Learn 
about some creative strategies that you can start to implement TODAY to address 
these and other lingering questions you may have about your enrollment and retention 
rates, regardless of program size, budget, or staffing structure. 

 

STARDUST 1  

Correlating the Problem Solving Strategy to Criminogenic Thinking 

Marla Cook  
Marla Cook has worked in Adult Education in Corrections for 19 years.  She began her career in Illinois and 
has worked in levels 1 through 4 with both Women and Men.  She started as a Youthful Offender Counselor 
teaching Math and Reading and transitioned to ABE/HSE when she moved to Indiana.  She has been a Site 
Director at Pendleton for 3 years. 

 

Explore the divergence of criminogenic thinking and problem solving strategies, developing 
discrepancy by identifying the difference between what the participant wants with their 
personal goals vs. their behavior.  It explores how the consequences of their criminal behavior 
affects their goals and helps motivate the participant move toward change. 
 

STARDUST 2 

The IET/WEI Approval Process & Taking Advantage of the New Measurable Skill 

Gains 

Roy B. Melton 

Roy B. Melton is the Workforce Education Initiative Coordinator for Indiana’s adult education program. He has 
worked for Indiana’s Department of Workforce Development for over 5 years. Previously he was an adult 
education teacher and has a master’s degree in electrical and computer engineering. 

 
In this session we will discuss the approval process for IET/WEI courses including the 
new measurable skill gains. We will go through what documentation is needed and 
why. We will highlight WEI partnerships and WEIs using the new measurable skill 
gains. We will also discuss some of the approved IET courses and will allot time for 
question-and-answers. 
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STARDUST 3 

CONNECT FOUR  

THIS ROOM OFFERS A BREAK, TIME FOR A GAME OR A CHAT WITH A COLLEAGUE. THIS DOES NOT 

COUNT AS A SESSION FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT POINTS. 

 

11:30 am - 12:00 pm  Lunch   -Stardust Ballroom (4,5,6)  

          

  

12:00 pm-1:30 pm Keynote 2 /General Session Two (2) HYBRID 

Steve Haffner 

From A-ha to Ta-da!  

Challenge your invisible mental deceptions to achieve magical 

results. We each have the potential to be amazing, but often 

fall short and beat ourselves up in the process. In this 

motivational and entertaining program, learn from a former 

professional magician how to discover your amazing hidden 

talents so you can live your values and become the best 

possible version of you. 

Key Takeaways 

 How to discover your core values and the 

impulses that hinder values-based decisions 

 How to use failure as an opportunity for growth 

rather than self-criticism 

 How to reach your mental performance potential  

 

 

1:30 PM - 1:45 PM  BREAK IN EXHIBITOR AREA- MAIN HALL 
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1:45 pm - 2:45 pm Concurrent Breakouts/Session Five (5) 

FREEMONT 1 

IAACE Membership- One Bite At a Time 

Jenn Wigginton, IAACE Executive Director 

Jenn has been the IAACE Executive Director for three years. Before that she served on the 
IAACE Board as the Treasurer and as a Board Member. She has presented at IAACE, 
COABE and is an Distinguished ToastMaster.  
 

IAACE Membership has a huge amount of benefits, an elphant size 

amount. How can you possibly know all those benefits? One bite a time, 

join us to learn how to get the most from your membership and other tips and tricks 

that will help you in your adult education role. We will feed you the information one bite 

at a time. 

 

FREEMONT 2 

New Indiana Career Explorer and Career Coaching with DWD! 

Pam Warner, Jose Torres and Dan Denniston 

Pam Warner has formerly served the State of IN as a placement counselor and has worked 
in the state's community college system developing custom training programs for employers 
and building workforce alignment capacity through training development.  Pam is the former 
Assistant Director of Workforce Development at the University of Indianapolis and helped 
communities build collaborations among K-12, post-secondary, employer and community 
partners.  She has also worked as a school counselor for eleven years. 

Jose Bio 
Dan Bio 

Indiana Career Explorer provides students with career assessments, state agency 

information and educational resources to help set goals and map education and 

training plans. Through INCE students can search high demand jobs throughout the 

state and directly apply for career opportunities. INCE provides one tool for all to 

access resources and plan for success! 
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FREEMONT 3 

Money Math Matters:  In-person and Virtual Financial Literacy for All 

Michael Matos 

Michael Matos Currently the EdTech Director for Chicago Citywide Literacy Coalition 
managing the Illinois Digital Literacy Lab Project and more. I am currently on the IACEA, 
(Region 1 Sr. Director) and COABE (Region 3 Rep). Past positions include: Senior Director 
of Adult Education, Employment and Training Programs. I have managed adult education 
programs, computer technology centers and career development programs for over 12 years. 
I have been an instructor for Financial and Computer Literacy, ESL, ABE/ASE for over 20 
years. I have been presenting at conferences nationally since 2007. 
 

Real-world money education that delivers financial topics and tools making 

mathematical educational connections for all learners. Participants will be involved with 

example lessons, apps, and websites that work with concepts such as: opening and 

managing checking and savings accounts, understanding banking accounts, basic 

budgeting, and using credit wisely. Gain ideas for activities and more. 

 

FREEMONT 4- HYBRID 

HiSET Exam Best Practices for HSE Educators  

Adam Springwater, Tanya Haug & Megan Hibbard  

In this session, we’ll review the HiSET Exam and resources available on the HiSET 

website for test takers and educators. We’ll  cover best practices for testing 

accommodations and the HiSET Exam At Home. We’ll save time to answer questions 

from participants. 

 

FREEMONT 5- HYBRID 

Connections in Mind:  Helping Students Improve Their Executive Functions 

Julie Ramirez 

Julie Ramirez has been teaching adult learners for twelve years at Central Nine Adult 
Education I work with English Language Learners teaching a transitions class as well as three 
IELCE courses. This year I am on of the PDFs for our program. I recently graduated from 
Purdue with my Master of Science in Education with a concentration in Curriculum and 
Instruction . I live in Greenwood with my husband, Rick and our cat Tigger. We have one son, 
Thomas, who is a recent graduate of Purdue University and resides in Chicago. 
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Students who have trouble analyzing, planning, organizing, scheduling, and completing 

tasks, may have an Executive Function Disorder. In this session, we will discuss what 

executive function skills are and how they can affect a student's success. Participants 

will see examples of tools and materials that can be easily created to help improve 

student's executive functioning skills. 

 

FREEMONT 6- HYBRID 

Teaching Skills That Matter for HSE  

Karen Crawford, Sheila Butler 

Karen Crawford graduated from Purdue University, worked in business for 20 years, and 

returned to school to receive a MA in education for curriculum/ instruction, specializing in 

adult education. She has taught ABE/HSE and ELL classes at the Crawfordsville Adult 

Resource Academy for 8 years. She is the secretary for the IAACE Board of Directors and a 

PDF for Region 4. 

 

Sheila Butler is the Lead Teacher with Broadview Learning Center. She has over 20 years of 

experience in the Adult Education field. She is a Bootcamp master and  consistently gets the 

highest number of HSE’s in her organization. She has presented for COABE. She is the 

current IAACE President, Co-Chair Conference Committee and a PDF for region 8. 

Provide  an overview of the strategies of the National Teaching Skills That 

Matter Program. We will share an exercise on the 9 Central Skills which 

are the foundational skills needed for an adult learner to function 

effectively.  You will  experience a demonstration of Karen and Sheila's favorite Lesson 

plan and receive a copy of the lesson plan to try in your own class. 

 

SUNCOAST – HYBRID 

Educational Datacasting - Bridging the Digital Divide for Adult Learners  

Mark Newman 

Mark Newman is the Executive Director of IPBS, an association of 8 TV and 9 radio stations, and has served in 
that capacity since 2018. In 2020, through Newman's efforts, IPBS was awarded $6.7M by the State of Indiana 
for educational datacasting to facilitate remote learning in response to the COVID pandemic.  
Newman’s career has been dedicated to public service. He joined IPBS following 6 years in state government.  
In 2016, Governor Mike Pence honored him with the Sagamore of the Wabash award. Newman has a B.A. 
from the Univ. of Massachusetts and an M.Ed. from the Univ. of Virginia. 
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IPBS is bridging the digital divide for Indiana students through datacasting.  

Datacasting creates an internet-like experience using television airwaves to deliver 

classroom lessons, homework materials, and tests directly to student computers.  

Datacasting goes places where LTE and 5G do not.  It offers access and flexibility to 

adult learners and does so much less expensively than broadband. 

 

STARDUST 1 

Leveraging Technology to Maximize Student Success in the New Normal 

Mike Schmeckebier,  Jon Racek 
 
Mike Schmeckebier is President of CareerNorth and also teaches at Indiana University's Kelley School of 
Business. Mike loves anything that involves helping people discover work that brings more meaning to their 
life. 
Jon Racek is CEO of CareerNorth and also teaches in the School of Art, Architecture, and Design at Indiana 
University. Jon loves finding innovative ways to use his design skills and creativity to bring ideas to life for the 
benefit of other 

As student needs and your job expectations change it becomes more and more critical 

to leverage technology in order to be the most effective. But have you ever felt the 

products available seem to fall short? In this session, learn how an Indiana Adult 

Education Director and an education technology company truly partnered together to 

create a product that helps educators and students find success. 

This session sponsored by:  

 

STARDUST 2 

Connecting Correctional Classroom to I-Pathways 

Shawn Hughes and David Nellis 

Shawn Hughes is employed by Ivy Tech as the Site Manager at the Putnamville 
Correctional Facility which was a recent promotion from working as an ABE 

instructor at the Facility. Prior to working for Ivy Tech, Shawn worked for Oakland City University at the facility 
and had been named employee of the month. Shawn's co-presenter is David Nellis the TLM (The Last Mile 
coding program) instructor at the Rockville Correctional Facility. Both have been working collaborative with the 
offender GTL tablets and I-pathways. 
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The GTL tablets are here to stay in the correctional facilities and as educators who are 
expanding technology opportunities, we need to connect with the tablets. This session 
will provide some basic instructions on how to create a class, make assignments, and 
how to upload PDF's. It also will look at the pre-made I-pathway assignments. 
 

STARDUST 3 

CONNECT FOUR  

THIS ROOM OFFERS A BREAK, TIME FOR A GAME OR A CHAT WITH A COLLEAGUE. THIS DOES NOT 

COUNT AS A SESSION FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT POINTS. 

 

 

2:45 PM -3:00 PM BREAK IN EXHIBITOR AREA - MAIN HALL 

Sponsored by:  
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3:00 pm-4:00 pm Concurrent Breakouts/Session Six (6) 

FREEMONT 1 

Students CAN Earn Their HSE in Three or Four Days  

Denise Esslinger 

Denise Esslinger is the HSE Supervisor for Wayne Township Adult Education.  She received 
her Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education from Valparaiso University and her Master’s 
Degree in Educational Leadership from Western Governors University.  Denise has taught at 
both the elementary and secondary levels as well as worked as a Title I coordinator.  During 
her time as a teacher, she led multiple committees including school improvement and 

community outreach.  Denise started working for Wayne Township in June 2020 and has led the HSE team to 
the top of the state for earned HSEs. 
 

Students in our local communities desire to earn their HSE but may not have a 

schedule that allows them the opportunity to attend traditional classes.  We will share 

how we help students earn their HSE in our 3-day and 4-day Boot Camps which are 

offered weekly.  We will share how we seat each Boot Camp as well as unveil our new 

online portal full of teacher-created content material. 

 

FREEMONT 2 

Open Lab Time with Indiana Career Explorer *pending 

Pam Warner, Jose Torres and Dan Denniston 

Bring your device and get one on one time with the pros. 

 

 

FREEMONT 3 

IDLL:  Innovative Experiment Building Self-Efficacy for Teachers and Learners in 

Digital Literacy and Technology Integration 

Michael Matos 

Michael Matos Currently the EdTech Director for Chicago Citywide Literacy Coalition 
managing the Illinois Digital Literacy Lab Project and more. I am currently on the IACEA, 
(Region 1 Sr. Director) and COABE (Region 3 Rep). Past positions include: Senior Director of 
Adult Education, Employment and Training Programs. I have managed adult education 
programs, computer technology centers and career development programs for over 12 years. 
I have been an instructor for Financial and Computer Literacy, ESL, ABE/ASE for over 20 
years. I have been presenting at conferences nationally since 2007. 
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The Illinois Digital Learning Lab (IDLL) is an innovative experiment integrating digital 

literacy skills and technology with development and implementation of best practices 

and learning. IDLL supports teaching effectiveness, increases learner engagement, 

accelerates learning, and closes the “technology gap” to gain 21st century skills. We 

shrink long-standing digital equity and inclusion gaps. 

FREEMONT 4- HYBRID 

Exploring Literacy and Numeracy Skills of Adults in Indiana 

Katie Herz, Alex Lesniak 

Katie Herz is a researcher in the research and evaluation service area at the American 
Institutes for Research (AIR). She has more than 10 years of experience in the education 
field with experience in supporting research studies, providing technical assistance, and 
project management. She supports NCES with technical assistance for NCES surveys such 
as Program for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC). She received 

a B.A. from the University of California, Santa Cruz and an M.A. in Education Policy Studies from The George 
Washington University. 

 
Are you interested in learning more about the literacy and numeracy skills of the 

population of adults in your area? Do you know how your county compares to 

neighboring counties in Indiana? What implications does this have for your program or 

workforce needs? This session is focused on helping you answer these questions and 

more using the many features of the U.S. PIAAC Skills Map. 

 

FREEMONT 5- HYBRID 

Strengthen Your Community Partnerships with Successful Pathway Programs 

Christina Miller 

Christina Miller Ms. Miller worked for over 30 years in adult education and managed a 
comprehensive adult education program serving over 2,000 students annually and served on 
the state level for a time developing and implementing state-wide professional development 
programs.   Currently, she works as a national consultant for Aztec providing training 
workshops, conducting national webinars and presenting at state and national conferences. In 
2020, she presented over 30 virtual presentations. 

 

This session will explore Career Pathways that are designed and implemented to 

comply with WIOA regulations.  Participants will learn about of the components of 

Integrated Educational Training (IET) programs that contribute to successful programs 

by building community partnerships, meeting the needs of local employers and using 

Labor Market Information (LMI) to build Career Pathways programs. 
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FREEMONT 6- HYBRID 

NEDP: A Hybrid High School Completion Pathway 

Janita McNemar 
Janita McNemar became the NEDP National Training Specialist in 2016 after a decade as a 
local adult education program manager in Virginia, Janita's training focuses not only on 
preparing new agencies and new staff to offer the National External Diploma Program, but 
also on providing quality continuing professional development in agencies across the 
country. Janita lives in the heart of Virginia's Shenandoah Valley with her sons, hubby, and 
a lapful of cats. 

 

It can be tough to answer the classic adult learner question, "When am I ever going to 
use this?" Imagine your ASE learners working through an adult diploma program that 
focuses on high school-level skills in real-world contexts like Consumer Awareness, 
21st Century Workplace, and Health Literacy. If that idea intrigues you, join us to learn 
more about the National External Diploma Program (NEDP)! 
 
 

SUNCOAST – HYBRID 

Confront the Lizard 

Steve Haffner, Keynote 

Outsmarting  your reptilian  brain to reach your  leadership potential. Having excellent 

decision making skills, including the  ability to overcome subconscious lizard brain  

influences, is vital to effective leadership. This unique  program teaches attendees to 

how to recognize and  challenge their own subconscious impulses and  preferences. 

Key Takeaways  

♦ How to remove the subconscious barriers to  growth and innovation  
♦ How to focus on and achieve long-term goals over  short-term results  
♦ How to promote and build trust with your team to  improve relationships and employee 
engagement  
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STARDUST 1 

Let's Build a COABE Student Ambassador Program 

  Konnie McCollum & Adult Learner Committee 

Konnie McCollum is Adult Education Director for River Valley Resources, Inc. She has a Master’s Degree in Adult 

Education from Indiana University and a Bachelor of Arts in English from the University of Louisville. She is one of 

the co-developers of the Madison Model, and she has participated in several national initiatives on IET 

development. She was recently awarded COABE's 2021 Outstanding Administrator of the Year, and she currently is 

honored to be a member of the IAACE Board of Directors. 

Do you want your students to talk about you to others including potential students and 

legislatures?  Do you want to get the COABE Student Ambassador program a go but 

doesn’t know how to start?  Join us for a know-how session that will help you get 

started building a Student Ambassador program that will keep them talking for years 

to come. 

  

STARDUST 2 

Time-Cuts in Corrections 

Patrick Callahan 

Patrick Callahan is employed as the Contract Monitor of adult Education for the Department of 
Corrections. He works in conjunction with Dr. John Nally the Education Director at IDOC. Patrick is 
currently the liaison for the HiSET test for corrections and is extremely involved with time credit for 
students in correctional education. 

 

Department of Correction workers are the only ones that should attend. A presentation 

of the new time-cut system which becomes effective in January with an option for 

those currently incarcerated in the Indiana Department of Corrections to participate will 

be made. 

STARDUST 3  

CONNECT FOUR  

THIS ROOM OFFERS A BREAK, TIME FOR A GAME OR A CHAT WITH A COLLEAGUE. THIS DOES NOT 

COUNT AS A SESSION FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT POINTS. 
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4:00 PM- 4:15 PM BREAK IN EXHIBITOR AREA MAIN HALL 

 

4:15 pm - 5:15 pm  Concurrent Breakouts/Session Seven (7) 

 

 

FREEMONT 1 

Connect Four: Bridging Academic and Vocational Education for Adult Learners 

Thomas Phelps 

Thomas Phelps Born and raised in Indiana, I decided to teach before leaving high school.  My BS degree is in 
Social Studies Education and German.  I earned a MA in History and German at Ball State University.  I 
proceeded to my Ph.D. in History also at Ball State University.  I have tried many things in my life, but through 
everything, I am a teacher first. With nearly thirty three years of teaching college history, literacy, science, and 
math to adults, I adopted new strategies and adapted them to the needs of my students.  Then in return, 
students took the skills and used them in their own lives. 
 

A long standing competition exists between the academic world and the vocational 

world of education.  Teachers often teach, and students often learn academic 

knowledge and vocational skills are separate.  Yet, both parts are essential.  Education 

involves the whole person.  Working together, teachers and students can prepare the 

whole human being for any situation beyond the classroom. 

 

FREEMONT 2 

TSTM in the ELL Classroom: An Overview of Teaching Skills That Matter  

Gretchen Easterday, Eileen Ford 

Gretchen Easterday and Eileen Ford  were half of the Indiana team in the 2020-2021 

TSTM (Teaching Skills That Matter) cohort. Eileen is Assistant Director at Warren 

Township Adult Education in Indianapolis. Gretchen is ESL Lead Teacher and a 

Professional Development Facilitator for VU Adult Education in Evansville. 
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Does your curriculum need a boost? Are you ready to increase the rigor in your 

lessons at the same time that you support students as they learn skills they need?  Let 

us introduce you to the TSTM curriculum. We think it may be the key to helping you 

take your classes to the next level. 

 

FREEMONT 3 

Math Instruction for Adult Learners:  At-A-Distance, Blended Learning, Hybrid, 

and more 

Michael Matos  

Currently the EdTech Director for Chicago Citywide Literacy Coalition managing the Illinois 
Digital Literacy Lab Project and more. I am currently on the IACEA, (Region 1 Sr. Director) 
and COABE (Region 3 Rep). Past positions include: Senior Director of Adult Education, 
Employment and Training Programs. I have managed adult education programs, computer 
technology centers and career development programs for over 12 years. I have been an 
instructor for Financial and Computer Literacy, ESL, ABE/ASE for over 20 years. I have been 
presenting at conferences nationally since 2007. 
 

Active, collaborative, constructive, authentic, and goal directed activities creating less 

passive learners. Because technology is both highly customizable and intrinsically 

motivating to students, it is particularly well-suited to the expansion of learning 

experiences. Technology provides additional opportunities for learners to interact with 

mathematical concepts. 

 

FREEMONT 4- HYBRID 

Leverage the TI-30XSMV(& TI-Smartview MathPrint Instructional Software) for 

Success on the HSE Test  

Miriam Santana Valadez 

Miriam is a Mathematics Instructor at the National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID) where 
she teaches mathematics in American Sign Language (ASL). She has 27 years of teaching 
experience: 9 of them in her native country Mexico, 4 at the Rochester City School District in 
Rochester NY, teaching regular and bilingual groups, and the las 14 years teaching 
mathematics to deaf and hard of hearing students at NTID. Miriam has a National Board 

Certification in Mathematics and Young Adulthood (2008). Miriam has been a T3 (Teachers, Teaching with 
Technology) Regional Instructor since 2007. Her teaching philosophy “Make mathematics accessible to ALL 
through the use of Technology”, “… I always believe in the students and my goal is to make them independent 
thinkers and learners”. 
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Learn the basics of the TI-30XS MultiView™ scientific calculator to succeed in the 

HiSet (TASC) math portion. During this time, we’ll emphasize foundational concepts for 

Mathematics as measured by HiSET and introduces the TI-30XS MultiView™ scientific 

calculator & TI-Smartview MathPrint software in the context of core algebra and 

geometry concepts. By the end of the workshop, you’ll be able to model HiSET 

strategies and skills for adult learners.  

 
FREEMONT 5- HYBRID 
TABE Testing Updates and Best Practices to improve student outcomes 

Michael Johnson 

Mike has been with Data Recognition Corp - DRC for over 15 years and involved with Adult 
Education for over 25 years. As the Adult Education National Director, Mike is responsible 
for guiding the development of all Adult Assessments for DRC including TABE and TASC to 
meet the needs of Adult Learners in ESL, Basic Skills and High School Equivalency 
programs. Mike’s responsibilities include managing day to day operation of assessments 
target for Adult Basic Education and providing support test and program development 
related to industry direction and meeting the needs of the customers. 
 

This session will review best practices for TABE testing including remote 

proctoring, using the new TABE Writing Test for improved HSE testing outcomes, the 

new TABE Off-Line testing platform and discuss the use of TABE CLAS-E Online for 

ESL students. Additionally, we will review the Concordance study of TABE 11/12 to 

available High School Equivalency tests.  

Sponsored by:  

FREEMONT 6- HYBRID 

The HSE Pilot Program - Expanding the role of Adult Education in Indiana 

Lara Pastore  

Lara Pastore has served as the Assistant Director of Adult Education in Washington 
Township for the past nine years.  During her tenure, Lara has secured grant funding to 
establish Citizenship classes, family literacy programs, and piloted multiple career training 
and program initiatives.  She has presented at the state IAACE 2014 and 2019 conferences, 
the DWD Summer Institute (2010 & 2013) and at the National Career Pathways Network 
conference in 2012. 
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In 2020, the IAACE, along with two Indpls school districts passed legislation allowing 

adult education providers to work with high schools in offering struggling high school 

seniors a path to graduate 

 

SUNCOAST – HYBRID 

STUDENT SUCCESS STORIES - CONNECTING STUDENTS WITH THE COMMUNITY 

Neil and Amy Richmund 

Neil Richmund is a native Australian who has lived in the US for over 30 years, during 
which he was a chaplain and teacher in Christian schools across the country before making 
the switch to using technology to help organizations, non-profits, and schools reach their 
goals.  He is married to co-presenter Amy Richmund, and together they have three young 
adult children.  Amy has been a central Indiana resident for her entire life and has been in 

the world of education for her entire career, having taught in a wide variety of socioeconomic, age, grade, and 
ability levels, and her most recent educational role was serving as the HSE Supervisor for Wayne Township 
Adult Education through 2019, when she and her husband joined forces in their educational software business 
ConnecAble Education.  Now Neil and Amy work together, consulting and building online solutions geared 
specifically toward creating solutions for adult education, working with several adult ed programs across 
Indiana and the nation to help connect students to programs, boosting enrollment and increasing engagement 
and retention these creative times. Amy and Neil are passionate about helping adult education programs reach 
their goals, sharing their combined 20+ years of adult education and technology implementation experience 
with adult ed programs, connecting the resources adult ed has to offer with the students who need it most! 

 

We are all tasked with the mission to share student success stories to tell about 

how adult education has positively impacted the lives of our students.  Keeping 

up with performance metrics and ever-changing program demands can make 

that task seem overwhelming.  Who has time to capture student success stories 

when you are busy helping to make them happen? The answer is simpler than 

you think!   

 

STARDUST 1 

Understanding the Importance of INTERS, Tables 4 and 4b, and Gains in 

Corrections 

Robert McElroy 

Robert McElroy has served as the Site Manager at the Miami Correctional Facility for six months. Before that, I 
taught for Oakland City University, the Geo Group, and Ivy Tech for seventeen years. I am currently finishing 
my dissertation to complete my PhD in Education Studies at Ball State University. 
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This presentation is designed to illustrate the importance of Tables 4 and 4b, Gains, 

and their relationship to the INTERS database. Gains are the lifeblood of education 

programs. The mechanics of gains and Tables 4 and 4b will be discussed. Strategies 

for helping students make gains on the TABE Test will also be discussed. 

 

STARDUST 2 

IAACE Membership- One Bite At a Time 

Jenn Wigginton, IAACE Executive Director 

Jenn has been the IAACE Executive Director for three years. Before that she served on the 
IAACE Board as the Treasurer and as a Board Member. She has presented at IAACE, 
COABE and is an Distinguished ToastMaster.  
 

IAACE Membership has a huge amount of benefits, an elphant size 

amount. How can you possibly know all those benefits? One bite a time, 

join us to learn how to get the most from your membership and other tips and tricks 

that will help you in your adult education role. We will feed you the information one bite 

at a time. 

 

STARDUST 3 

CONNECT FOUR  

THIS ROOM OFFERS A BREAK, TIME FOR A GAME OR A CHAT WITH A COLLEAGUE. THIS DOES NOT 

COUNT AS A SESSION FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT POINTS. 
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5:15 pm - 6:00 pm  Appetizers with Exhibitors-Main Hall 

Sponsored by:  

 

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  Dinner on your own  

 

7:30 pm - 11:00 pm

 

 

Cash Bar, Games, Popcorn, Music- Stardust Ballroom (4,5,6) 
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Friday, October 1, 2021 
7:30 am -9:00 am  Continental Breakfast  

Masks are mandated in the Conference Center Friday’s 

theme is your favorite. Prize drawing for wearing the theme 

enter at the IAACE Table. 

 

9:00 am - 10:30 am Keynote/ General Session Three (3) HYBRID 

Jim Ansaldo  

Jim Ansaldo, PhD, is a Research Scholar at the Center on Education and 
Lifelong Learning, Indiana Institute on Disability and Community, Indiana 
University Bloomington. For 20 years, he has conducted research, supported 
school change efforts, and facilitated teacher professional learning around 
applied improvisation, coaching and consultation, culturally sustaining 
pedagogies, curriculum design, and online learning. Jim is a founder and co-

director of Camp Yes And, an improv-based professional learning intensive for educators who support teens 
on the autism spectrum (http://yesand.indiana.edu). For this work, Jim was honored with a 2017 Certificate of 
Commendation Award by the Indiana Speech-Language-Hearing Association. 

 

The Carol Burnett Principle: Using Improv to Enhance Human Connection in the 
Learning Environment 
  
There are two levels of activity that operate simultaneously in any learning environment. There's the 
level of academic learning that reflects the fantastic plans educators have designed for their students, 
and there's the level of social-emotional learning that reflects how educators and students connect 
and relate to each other as human beings. The cast of The Carol Burnett Show -- the hit 
comedy/variety TV show of the 1970s -- taught us that a comedy sketch can completely fall apart, but 
if the people on stage are having the time of their lives, the audience will love it anyway. Similarly, 
plans for academic learning can go completely sideways, but if our learning community is connected 
on a human level, things will be okay. In this interactive, participatory presentation, we'll explore ways 
to use improv games to enhance human connection in the learning environment. We'll try out some 
games that you can use, learn about the research supporting this approach, and most important of 
all: have fun! 
  

 

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM BREAK FOR CHECKOUT AND GUEST AWARD ARRIVAL 

 

http://yesand.indiana.edu/
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11:00 am - 12:00 pm  Lunch-Asian Buffet –  

Stardust Ballroom (4,5,6) 

 

12:00 pm - 1:30 pm     IAACE Award Ceremony HYBRID 

The Award Ceremony will have public access to watch virtually. 

Seated Awards and Retirement Recognition, Door Prizes 

 

Supported by: 

 


