
                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Ayjia Autrey and Gavin Burkes 

 
Gavin Burkes and Ayjia Autry came to 
our Adult Education class early 2019 
soon after they had their baby girl. Even 
though they were tired from all the things 
that come along with being new parents 
and had no money for babysitting or gas, 
they were still able to make coming to 
school a priority with the help of their 
families. Gavin and Ayjia came to every 
class together and were there to 
encourage one another throughout the 
entire HSE process - from the first day to 
the test day. 

 Ayjia shared that she was scoring 
higher than Gavin on the HSE readiness 
tests and became concerned that he 

may not pass the HSE test. When their instructor, Marsha Stowe, determined that they 
were both ready to take the test, they were signed-up to test on the same day. A couple 
weeks later when they received the call that they had BOTH earned their HSE on the 
FIRST try, all of Ayjia’s worries were put 
to rest. They said that was a very proud 
moment! The photo below, taken at their 
graduation ceremony in July of 2019, 
captures their joy and excitement 
perfectly!  

Both Gavin and Ayjia stress, “It is so so 
SO important to get your HSE because 
you can’t do much without it. It’s definitely 



doable, and once you get your education, your options multiply.” Earning their HSE 
made such an impact on them that they decided to come back months later (after Ayjia 
found us on Facebook) and share their story; they want others to know the value of 
having an HSE. 

“I dropped out of school on my 18th birthday. I didn’t think it [HSE] was that important 
until I got it,” Gavin explained. Shortly after he received his HSE, he enrolled in barber 
school. For the past several months, he has been training to become a barber and will 
graduate from his program in February of 2020. Once he graduates, he will begin 
working at his mom’s barber shop. Gavin said, “I am so glad I have my HSE because I 
wouldn’t have been able to get into barber school without it.” 

While Gavin has been in school, Ayjia has 
worked at a daycare and been busy being 
a mom to their daughter and taking care of 
her dad as he is recovering from some 
serious health complications. She would 
like to eventually enroll in our CNA 
program, but is making the noble choice to 
put her family first. She shared, “I know I’m 
not using my HSE right now, but it is nice 
knowing that when I do want to continue in 
my education or get a better job, the 
options will be there.” 

Thanks for sharing your story, Ayjia and Gavin!! 
Congratulations on all of your accomplishments!  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Jasper Wisdom 
 

Addiction. Prison. Shame. Regret. A few words that describe Jasper Wisdom’s past. 

 

Healing. Purpose. Determination to be all that he can be. Using his past to help others. A few 

words/statements that describe the U-Turn that has taken place in his life.  

 

 

 

In prison less than a year ago, Jasper decided that he was not going to continue in the same 

direction after he was released. The turning point for him was when he asked himself the 

question, “If I tried 110% to be the best person I could be, would the outcome be the same as 

it is now?” He said that he knew the answer to that question was no and that he was 

accepting less than what he could be. 

 

After getting out of prison in January, Jasper enrolled in our HSE classes because his #1 goal 

was to earn his HSE. He said that he knew it wouldn’t be easy for him, but he was determined 

to get his diploma. 

 

The biggest challenge for Jasper in achieving his HSE was… math. He failed the math test not 



once, not twice, but three times! That didn’t stop him though; each time he failed, he would 

return to class and continue working on math with his instructor, Marsha Stowe. He said 

Marsha helped him believe he could do it, and he knew that she was there to back him up 

and help him succeed… which he DID succeed at his goal of getting his HSE! Jasper passed his 

math test in October of 2019; he could have given up for many reasons, but he chose to keep 

going.  

 

If you were to talk with Jasper, you would be able to see the bright future ahead of him. Not 

only did he earn his HSE, but he also became a Professional Recovery Specialist, in which he 

helps people struggling with addiction and mental illness. Jasper is choosing to use his past 

for good and to help others. He will be starting college in a couple months and will be 

working toward a degree in Psychology.  

 

Jasper, we are so proud of you and excited for your future. Congratulations!!  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Jeff Kent 

Mitchell (IN) native, Jeff Kent, just became a high school 

graduate at age 53! Growing up, Jeff wasn’t very fond of 

school. He claims he wasn’t the best student and didn’t 

have much support at home. In high school, he got behind 

and decided to drop out.  

Decades later, Jeff passed by one of our HSE Adult 

Education signs and considered going back to school. 

Around the same time he saw our sign, he had gastric 

bypass surgery and lost almost 250 pounds! He began to 

exercise and became motivated to do something more in 

life. So, in December of 2017, a year after he first saw our 

sign, he came to Travis Malone’s Adult Education Class 

ready to tackle his HSE! 

For a couple years in a row, Jeff would come to every 

HSE class offered in Mitchell and Bedford (even during 

his breaks!); nothing could stop him from reaching his 

goal of earning his HSE. Throughout the duration of 

the classes, he became an active learner and gained 

more confidence in himself. He gives a lot of credit to 

his teacher saying, “Travis was key to keeping me 

motivated and helping me finish.” 

When he took the TASC (HSE) test, he passed almost 

all of the subjects; math was the only one that kept 

him from getting his HSE diploma. He continued 

studying and tried the math test again… and again! 

He didn’t give up, and all of his hard work paid off; in 



November of 2019, he took his 3rd and final math test. Jeff was excited to learn that he passed 

and is officially a graduate! 

Jeff said, “I am excited to have my HSE and move forward in life!” He said he already misses 

coming to class though and still stops by on occasion. Throughout the classes, he worked at 

Mitchell High School as a janitor and attended many sporting events. He plans to continue 

working at the high school and supporting local teams as he decides what career he would like 

to pursue. He shared, “Having my HSE means that I am finally able to have a choice between 

many careers [and] now I have the ability and confidence to strive for a career.”  

Jeff encourages other adults in the Mitchell/Bedford area to get their HSE. He says, “Just do it! 

Don’t be afraid.” Jeff plans to take a computer class and would like to continue in his education 

and training. We are so proud of him and all he has accomplished! He will forever be a part of 

our Adult Education family.  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

SyBriah Roberson 

 
lt has been said that, “A child will follow your 

example more than your advice.” SyBriah Roberson 

knows this to be true, and that is exactly why she 

decided to pursue her High School Equivalency. She 

wanted to prove to herself she could do it, but more 

importantly, to her kids. 

SyBriah has 2 children, one of which she had while 

she was in high school. She said that after she had 

her baby, she continued going to school, but, 

unfortunately, did not have a stable sitter. Since her 

child was her top priority, she knew the best decision 

at the time would be to drop out.  

Years passed by, and SyBriah knew it was the right 

time for her to come back to pursue her HSE. She 

shared, “I was proud when I made the decision to go back to school. That was the hardest step 

to take, but I just knew I wasn’t going to give up!” As she progressed in class, she realized she 

was on the fast-track to earning her diploma. She claims it wasn’t as hard as she thought it 

would be and was happy that she didn’t let any “mind monsters” keep her from reaching for 

her goals. 

When SyBriah learned in mid-December, 2019 that she passed all 5 subjects on the TASC (HSE) 

test, her eyes welled up with happy tears as she exclaimed, “I did it! I passed!! I’m so happy. 

This means so much to me.” She could not wait to tell her teachers, friends, and, of course, her 

kids. She shared, “My kids were so excited! My boy was especially excited. I did this for them! I 

told them at the graduation ceremony they will get to watch me walk across the stage.” 

That’s not the only accomplishment SyBriah and her family will be celebrating this year! After 

she earned her HSE, SyBriah went through our 4-week intensive CNA (Certified Nursing 



Assistant) program. She just completed the program and is now waiting to take the state CNA 

exam at the end of February. 

If you were to spend even a little bit of time with SyBriah, you would know the bright future this 

girl has ahead. The joyful smile on her face in the picture above gives a little glimpse into the 

kind of person she is and what kind of CNA she will be. SyBriah says her future beyond adult 

education looks very bright, and she is excited to “show [her] children if you put your mind to it, 

anything is possible.”  

Congratulations, SyBriah!! We can’t wait to hear your kids cheering for you as you walk across 

the stage at graduation!  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Austin Moffatt 
 

This is a unique success story and one that hits very close 

to home because it is the story of one of our very own 

Vincennes University Adult Education staff members! 

Austin Moffatt has faced various challenges over the years 

both in and out of school. One incident occurred when he 

was 12 years old; something bad happened to him while 

he was at school. His mom pulled him out because of it 

and began homeschooling him shortly thereafter. While 

homeschooling worked for a while, he eventually lost 

interest because of what had happened. 

 

His education narrative could have stopped there, but it 

continued about 10 years later when he decided that he 

wanted to do something more with his life. The motivation 

came after a car accident left him feeling very lucky to be 

alive. He was working part-time construction, but that line 

of work was no longer possible after the wreck. That may 

have been the end of his construction career, but it was the beginning of a new career path that 

was about to unfold right before his eyes. 

 

In December of 2017, he started taking HSE classes in Bedford with Instructor Travis Malone. Austin 

was a dedicated student from the get-go and was able to take the TASC (HSE) test in March of 2018, 

just three months after he began the classes. Austin passed every subject on his first try and said, “It 

was all due to a great teacher and hard work.”  

 

There were a lot of memorable moments while progressing through the program, but Austin said 

that hands down the best moment was when he received his diploma. He explained, “The feeling of 

having that burden gone was great. Having my HSE means everything to me. It means that I can 

move forward and better both my life and my future. So many new opportunities have opened up.” 

One opportunity that opened up for Austin was completely unexpected and couldn’t have come at 

a better time in his life. He was still coming to class and studying even after he earned his HSE. 



When Austin began helping other students with their work, Travis took note and worked with VU’s 

AE Director to offer him a teacher’s aide/tutoring position a couple weeks later. 

 

Austin was excited to accept the position and shared that the role “has really helped me develop 

skills and has given me future possibilities that I never had before.” He is gaining valuable 

experience while also growing in his passion for teaching.  

 

“My favorite part about teaching is being able to help others 

who are in the same position I was in a couple years ago. It’s 

always great to see former students succeeding after they 

have gone through our program.” 

 

Travis speaks very highly of Austin saying, “He is easily one of 

the most engaged, enthusiastic, motivated, and helpful 

teachers I’ve ever worked with and observed. He really knows 

the curriculum and how to teach it effectively. He really cares 

about helping students succeed and goes the extra distance 

to help the class. I could never have this kind of success 

without him.” 

 

Before Austin started taking classes a couple years ago, he 

claims he didn’t have any future goals or plans. Not anymore! 

He says, “These classes have made me a better person all around. When I first started, I didn’t know 

how to multiply or divide. Now I am able to teach others and go to college.” And that is exactly 

what he is going to do! He plans to attend Ivy Tech this August to continue his education and obtain 

his teaching degree. 

 

When asked what advice he would give others who want to get their HSE, he said, “I tell everyone 

to just stick with it no matter how hard it may seem. The hard work and dedication will pay off. If I 

can do it, you can do it.” 

 

We are grateful to have Austin on our team and are glad he has found a career that he is truly 

passionate about. He went from being one of our students to being one of our most valuable 

teachers/tutors. Thanks for your hard work and dedication to making our program the best it can 

be, Austin!  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Alma Guerrero 
 

When Alma Guerrero moved to the U.S. 21 years ago, she 

was only two months shy of graduating from high school. For 

the next two decades, she was busy as a working mom of 

three sons.  

 

Two years ago, she began taking our ESL (English as a Second 

Language) classes. She shared that the ESL classes have 

helped her improve her English skills greatly. She said, 

“Before I was only learning words, but now I am learning to 

write and speak full sentences, too!” If you have ever tried to 

learn a second language, you know what a big 

accomplishment this is. 

 

Her accomplishments have not stopped there. When VU 

began offering the HSE in Spanish, Alma knew it was something she wanted to do. In 

September, Alma earned her HSE (High School Equivalency) diploma! It was a very proud 

moment for her, and she was very grateful to have the support of her kids and family. 

 

“Alma works hard every day- at home, at work, and in class. Once she decided to pursue her 

HSE in Spanish, she didn’t stop until she had passed. Now she’s back in class working on her 

English again,” said Gretchen Easterday, her ESL teacher. 

 

Alma worked as a server at Los Bravos Mexican restaurant for 20 years. In May, she was 

promoted to assistant manager. Not only does she enjoy serving and working with the public, 

she also likes driving big trucks. She would eventually like to take CDL classes and become a 

truck driver. With Alma’s dedication and determination in all that she does, we have no doubt 

she will continue to reach her goals. Way to go, Alma!  



                                                               
  

 

Adult Education Success Story 

Megan Reed 
 

“I passed… I’m a graduate now!”  
 

Megan Reed was excited to learn that she will be 
walking across the stage at our annual Vincennes 
University Adult Education graduation ceremony in 
July of 2020. When she heard the good news, she 
was reassured that all her hard work had paid off! 
 
Her classroom has a wall filled with pictures of our 

2019 graduates. Megan has been looking at that wall for months as she studied for her HSE. 
She has been looking forward to the day when her picture would be up there. Very soon, it will 
be because she is a graduate! 
 
Now that Megan has her HSE diploma, she is applying to 
cosmetology school, which has been a goal of hers for a long 
time. She says, “Getting my HSE means a lot to me. I can go 
to cosmetology school now and start my career, and just the 
feeling of accomplishment really makes me happy and proud 
of myself.”  
 
Megan’s mom commented on her accomplishment and said, 
“She has struggled for years with finishing anything so this is 
a big step for her.” 
 
Completing an HSE is a huge milestone for anyone and 
helping adults in our community succeed at their second 
chance to graduate is why we do what we do. Like Megan, 
many of our students are reminded of the great potential they have and are more motivated to 
continue their education and training after completing our program. 
 
Megan’s advice to others wanting to get their HSE is, “Study hard, work hard, don’t give up, and 
keep trying!” Her teacher, Marsha Stowe, said, “Megan kept coming back. She never quit. It 
was something she was motivated to do, and she did it!” Congratulations, Megan!   



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Donna Jones 
 

If you were to sit down and have a conversation with 
Donna Jones, you would find that she is extremely 
easy and fun to talk to; she smiles often and is quick to 
encourage others and give them a good laugh! It 
wouldn’t take long for you to figure out that among 
her top values are family and hard work. 

She claims she wasn’t always the worker that she is 
now, but when her son was killed in a street-fight 24 
years ago at age 17, she was determined to make 
some changes in her life. She has allowed the tragedy 
that no parent should ever have to endure to shape 
who she is today, and that is an incredible person. 

At Evansville Adult Education, we have had the 
privilege of getting to know Donna over the past 
couple years. She started our program in June of 2018 

and has been one of our most dedicated students. Seeing her grandchildren graduate gave her the 
push she needed to work toward earning her High School Equivalency (HSE) diploma. She said, “I’ve 
seen three of my grandkids graduate from high school. Seeing them get their diplomas made me 
think, ‘Hey, I want one of those, too! They got their diplomas… I want my diploma!’” and she will 
stop short of nothing less than that. 

Donna has taken the TASC (HSE) test many times and failed various subjects multiple times. The 
first time she took the test in October of 2018, she only passed 1 subject – social studies. A couple 
months later she retook reading and writing and failed both. She then tried again a couple months 
later, and, once again, she failed. Wouldn’t this woman give up trying by now? Nope, not Donna! 

She tried reading and writing again for the 4th time in April of 2019 and PASSED both of them! She 
went on to focus on math and science, and the cycle repeated as she failed both of them. In August 
of 2019, Donna passed science. Four subjects down, one to go! Since then, she has tried the math 
test multiple times and has yet to pass. She is currently continuing to study math as she waits for 
her next opportunity to test in March. 

When we were asked to think of a student to nominate for the IAACE (Indiana Association for Adult 
and Continuing Education) “Adult Learner of the Year” award, we couldn’t think of anyone more 
deserving than Ms. Donna. She has been a HUGE inspiration to her teachers and fellow students. 



Her determination to get her HSE and the way she has persevered through what many would call 
“failures” has been incredible to say the least. John Wooden once said, “Success is never final, 
failure is never fatal. It’s courage that counts.” Ms. Donna has had a tremendous amount of 
courage. For example, immediately after she learned that she failed math once again (for the 5th 
time), she shook her head and said, “If I have to come back, I’m coming back! It doesn’t matter… 
I’ve got to get this. I’m not giving up.” Many would have quit long ago, but she keeps going. 

Our Adult Education Intake Coordinator, Sharleen, who has worked closely with Donna over the 
past couple years shared, “One thing that really stands out to me about Donna is that she doesn’t 
have to have her HSE for a job. She wants it for herself and to be able to say she did this.” Donna 
has held a full-time job at Hasgoe for nine years and is responsible for cleaning various facilities 
around Evansville. Even though she doesn’t have to have her HSE, it is very important to her that 
she gets it. Our current Toyota grant that pays for our students to test only allows for two retests, 
so Donna has been paying for many of the $19 retests on her own dime. It speaks volumes that she 
is willing to work so hard and pay for it herself.  

In addition to going above and beyond to prepare for the TASC test multiple times, Donna has 
helped two other Adult Education students get jobs and continues to encourage other students not 
to give up. She celebrates with students who pass the test and anxiously awaits the day she will 
pass and earn her diploma. When asked what having her HSE will mean to her, she said, “It will be a 
dream come true.” After she gets her diploma, she plans to keep working and trying to be a positive 
role model for her children, grandkids, and friends. 

We are hopeful that Donna will be one of the 
graduates at our annual Vincennes University 
Graduation Ceremony this July. She will finally be 
able to say at age 59 that she is a high school 
graduate. Either way though, we are proud of Ms. 
Donna for her many accomplishments throughout 
the journey to her HSE.  

With tears in her eyes, Donna shared, “If my son 
could see me today, he would be very proud of me.” 
That he most definitely would be. Ms. Donna’s story 
may be filled with tragedy, but it is also one of great 
triumph. 

*UPDATE: Donna PASSED math in March of 2020. 
She is officially a GRADUATE! We are SO excited for 
her! She said, “I won this race! My son in heaven is 
stomping around and saying, ‘Go momma! Go 
momma!’” 

Donna is even paying it forward and donating money for someone else to take their retest. She 
believes in this program, but most importantly, she believes in herself. To say we are proud of her 
is a huge understatement. See you at graduation, Ms. Donna!!!  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story: Teacher Edition 

Stacy Waters 
 

I grew up very poor here in Evansville. As a small child, it was 

instilled in me, “Education, education!” Both of my parents 

were illiterate and did not finish high school. This inspired me 

to get an education because I saw that without an education, 

they were stuck in the cycle of poverty and uncertainty. I 

vowed to break that cycle, and they encouraged me to do so. 

I have three younger sisters, and my parents would often tell 

us, “Education is the key to life.” I saw their struggle, and I 

knew they were telling me the truth. 

 

Growing up, it was sometimes a challenge to stay focused on 

learning. My friends would say, “What do you mean you’re 

going to study instead of go out with us?” I just knew at a 

young age that education was the way to go. In 1987, I 

graduated from Bosse High School.  

 

After high school, I went to UE to get my Real Estate License. Then, I got pregnant with my son 

and started working in the restaurant industry. I became a general manager at McDonald’s and 

did that while I was raising my two children. When my son graduated, he went to boot camp. A 

couple years later my daughter followed in his footsteps. Both of my children are Marines. 

 

Around the time my daughter went to boot camp, my father was passing away, and he said to 

me, “You owe me a degree. You promised to help people learn how to read.” That was when I 

got serious about volunteering at the Literacy Center and later became the Education 

Coordinator for one year (in 2018). I also went back to school at Ivy Tech to take my core classes 

and later transferred to USI, earning my bachelor’s degree in English with an emphasis in 

Rhetoric and Writing. It was something to fill my time, and it helped me with my own reading 

and writing.  

 



I never thought I would become a teacher. My two passions are reading and horses. I really 

thought I would own and train thoroughbreds, which I did. My focus was making enough money 

to raise my children and buy thoroughbreds, but in 2007, I had an accident and was told I 

couldn’t be on horses again. I sat down and really thought about my life. I wondered, “How can I 

be productive? How can I be happy in what I am doing?” This was a little before my father died 

of lung cancer and reminded me that I promised him I’d help people learn. 

 

Volunteering and working at the Literacy Center helped fuel my passion for teaching. There have 

been many students that have touched my life over the years. In October of 2019, I started 

working for Vincennes University’s Adult Education Program in various jails and classrooms in 

Evansville and the surrounding areas. My favorite part about teaching is the lightbulb moment 

when a student truly understands something they’ve been struggling with. You can just feel it 

when it clicks. 

 

It’s cliche, but to any students who are struggling, I would say to never give up. You fail and you 

get up; you fail and you get up. Success often comes after failing. The key is perseverance in all 

aspects of life. Turn every moment into a learning moment. I do that in my life, whether it’s for 

someone else to learn or for me to learn. Since my parents instilled in me the importance of 

education, I realized you’re always going to be learning. I am a lifelong learner, and I believe 

education is a gateway to really living life.  

-Stacy Waters, VU Adult Basic Education Instructor 

 

Stacy has not only been a teacher for several years, but also a Special Olympics Coach for six 

years. She is very passionate about the Special Olympics and has enjoyed coaching softball and 

basketball. Stacy was the Head Delegate for the 2016 summer games! She says she realizes that 

in the classroom and on the field/court, there are a lot of students who don’t have people to 

celebrate them. She loves being that person for them. “I go to all the graduations for my Special 

Olympic students and am there smiling and waving. I tell them that it is my excuse to get a new 

outfit! I will absolutely root my students and athletes on! Even after they hit a milestone, I want 

to follow them through.” We are so grateful to have Stacy on our Vincennes University Adult 

Education Team, teaching the students we serve as well as being one of their biggest 

cheerleaders. She is a top-notch educator who is using her own experiences and story to 

change others’ lives for the better. Thank you, Stacy, for who you are in and out of the 

classroom! 

 

          -Alex N, VU Adult Basic Education Instructor  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Michael Aders 
April 1, 2020 

My story has come from many years of failing. I have had 

many obstacles – being thrown in jail and going to prison, 

my baby girl being placed in child services. I have fought 

drug addiction since I was thirteen years old. My dad died 

from a drug overdose. Many of my family died when I was 

a young age. It took a lot out of me.  

Being placed in jail this last time was a big eye-opener. 

Adult education being inside the facility as well as 

Alcoholics Anonymous helped guide me into recovery. 

Constantly getting letters from lawyers, driver’s license 

being suspended, termination of parental rights, 3.5 years 

of Department of Corrections, all were heart-breaking, but 

I did not let it stop me. It made me push harder to be a 

better man. 

Math was probably the greatest obstacle that I overcame 

through adult education. It was my lowest grade on my GED (HSE), but I did it. Being timed 

caused a lot of anxiety going on, and my mind was racing, but I pulled it off. I put most of my 

time into math and learned to enjoy it. Keeping my mind focused on math was difficult when all 

I could think of was my little girl.  

Adult Education helped me by giving me the confidence that I can do anything if I put my mind 

to it. I didn’t let it stop me there. During the rest of my time, I continued to find ways to better 

myself. Through many other programs offered to me along the way, I accomplished more in my 

life being locked up than I did the rest of my life. 

The moment I was the proudest is when I got my diploma. Despite the actions I did to get 

thrown in jail, people were still acknowledging the fact that I was trying to better myself. It’s 

not easy to let the past slide and overlook what people have done, but patience and trust helps 



a person overcome. I have completed and have nearly ten certificates for numerous faith-based 

classes, nurturing fathers, anger management, money 

management, and marriage (if the time ever comes). I 

completed Celebrate Recovery and so many more.  

When I got out of prison, I put it all to work. I won 

guardianship from the state for my little girl, I am going 

on four years sober from my drug abuse, and I 

completed parole successfully. The Evansville parole 

district asked me to be a success story for them as well. 

My story isn’t over yet. I have come a long way. I am 

getting my driver’s license back, I am paying my debt to 

society and I am paying the debt I incurred through so 

many years of neglecting myself. My future is bright. I 

am a floater at Kimball’s International Upholstering. I 

am hoping to be debt-free within a couple of years. 

And I want to give my daughter the best life she can 

have. April 3 is my birthday, and April 3 is the day I 

brought her home to stay. Life is great, and thank you 

to Perry County Adult Education and the Perry County 

Sheriff’s Department for allowing such people into your 

facility to help me recover. 

Michael’s teacher, Rebecca Miller, shared, “Michael was a great student while he was 

incarcerated - he had nearly, if not perfect, attendance in class and also was one of the few who 

actually worked outside of class. While I do not have any exact statistics, from working with the 

incarcerated population, I know that it is a huge achievement to successfully complete parole, 

stay clean, regain custody of a child from DSS, live independently in one's own house, navigate 

the DMV to get a license, buy a car, and maintain employment. When Michael was released 

from prison, he sent me a Facebook friend request, so I have been following these 

accomplishments.”  

Wow, Michael!!! What a SUCCESS story! On behalf of Vincennes University Adult Education, 

WELL DONE! 

*Pictured on the first page is Michael at his celebration party in the Perry County Detention 

Center when he passed! Pictured on the 2nd page is Michael with his little girl, Mary.  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Quanisha Parker 

Juggling school and taking care of three young 
boys - not everyone could do it, but Quanisha 
Parker is not everyone! She pushed through 
various challenges because she had the end in 
mind and knew that with the help of her teacher, 
Missy Meredith, and other encouragers, Kelly 
McClain and Nancy Myers, she could earn her 
diploma!  

In March of 2019, Quanisha began attending 
Missy’s HSE classes while her sons were also 
in class just down the hall. Vincennes University 
Adult Education partners with EVSC Even Start 
- a family literacy program where families and 
their young children come to school together. 
This program made it possible for Quanisha to 
complete her degree since Kelly (one of the 
women mentioned above) would teach and take 
care of her boys while she was in class. 

Quanisha’s story: 

When I was 16, I went to North and then Bosse. My mom was drinking a lot, the lights 
kept getting cut off… There was a lot going on in my life that prevented me from 
finishing high school. 

Before I started classes at Culver, I had already tried going back to school three times, 
but I always had obstacles in my way. I had just moved back from Wisconsin and I 
finally had a chance to get my diploma since I had daycare for my boys at Culver. There 
was a lot more communication and support there; it was like a family. Having Ms. Missy, 



Ms. Kelly, and Ms. Nancy telling me, “You can do it!” helped me to keep going when 
things got hard. 

I took the test on December 16 and passed all 5 subjects on the first try. Just knowing I 
passed made me really excited and proud! I had doubts with my math; I just had a 
feeling I was not going to pass it. I don’t know why, but when I got to the test, it was 
easier than I thought it would be. Not easy, but easier. 

Getting my HSE helped me believe that I can do 
anything and not give up. I can go to college and 
have a career now! I’m a step closer to my goal: to 
go to hair school to be a hairstylist. I just want to be 
successful in life and give my kids a better life than I 
had. My past isn’t an excuse - it is motivation.  

I want to attend graduation. It means everything to 
me and my family. They keep asking me when it is. 
I know they’re proud of me, and I am proud of 
myself. 

To others who want to get their HSE, I would say, “It 
may not be easy, but don’t give up! 

Quanisha’s teacher, Missy, says of her, “She is a strong and committed young lady. 
She set a goal and overcame many obstacles to achieve her dream. Quanisha has a 
promising future ahead of her.” She has plans to attend Salon Professional Academy 
and obtain her Cosmetology License. 

Congratulations, Quanisha!!  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Bobbie Reno 
 

“I never thought I would get my HSE!” exclaimed 

Bobbie Reno. In April of 2020, she received a 

phone call which informed her that she did, in 

fact, earn her High School Equivalency Diploma. 

After attempting math twice, she had passed! 

“That phone call was definitely my proudest 

moment. It shows I have worked hard.” 

 

Bobbie was adopted as a child and shared that 

her adopted mom signed her out of school the 

day she turned 16. “At the time, I thought it was 

cool she was doing that, but now I wish I 

wouldn’t have.” 

 

Almost 20 years later, she knew she wanted to 

come back to school. It was hard for her to make 

it to class since she was working and taking care of her four children, but when she 

began staying home with her kids full-time, she knew it was the right time to pursue her 

HSE. “When I didn’t work anymore was when it became much easier to focus on 

school.” 

 

In the fall of 2019, Bobbie enrolled with our VU Adult Ed Program in Evansville. Her kids 

were her main motivation; she shared, “I really wanted to show my kids that it’s good to 

finish school. There were times that I never thought I would get this, but I got it!” 

 

Bobbie’s teacher, Marsha Stowe, was extremely excited for her also. She said, “When I 

think of Bobbie, I think of a very positive person and great mom. She always worked her 



class schedule around her kids. When she would come to class, which was quite often, 

she would always put forth her best effort. Whatever I put in front of her, she tried to 

do. I never heard her complain.” 

 

Bobbie would like to start working outside of her home when her youngest son starts 

kindergarten. “I just want to be able to get a job and put on there that, yes, I have my 

HSE. I’ve never been able to do that.” 

 

Bobbie’s advice to others wanting to get their HSE is, “Go for it and work hard! It’s 

worth it!” 

 

Congratulations, Bobbie!! Your hard work has indeed paid off!!!  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Craig and Chyanne Hammonds 
 

Craig and Chyanne Hammonds have been a couple 

since they were 15 years old, so they have been 

through a lot together. They have grown up, had two 

kids, and most recently walked the road to their HSE 

together. Their HSE journey went like this…  

 

Craig came to orientation in October not quite sure 

what to expect. Both he and his wife, Chyanne, had 

been signed up for classes a couple years prior, but it 

just wasn’t the right time; they chose to focus on their 

family first. Craig never lost sight of wanting to earn his 

HSE; he shared that it was at the top of his list of life 

goals. 

 

 

For years, Craig was abused both physically and 

emotionally and was told that he would never 

amount to anything. That is far from the truth; the 

person who came into our classroom was eager to 

work hard and defy the negative words that had 

been spoken to him.  

 

Reading and writing were the skills he thought he 

lacked in the most, but to his surprise, he performed 

extremely well in both subjects from the get-go. He 

claims no one would have believed he did so well if 

he hadn’t taken a picture of his scores. With hard 

work and some encouragement from his teachers, 

Craig was able to earn his HSE in one month! He said 

getting his HSE “has been one of the best things I have ever done in my life.” 



 

Not only was Craig able to earn his HSE so quickly, but his journey in adult education also 

inspired his wife to get hers. She started coming to class a couple of weeks after he did and was 

able to complete her studies in just three weeks. When asked about his support for his wife, 

Craig said, “I want my wife to take the next step in her career, and having her HSE will help her 

do this.” 

 

Chyanne has been a CNA for five years and would like 

to continue in her career as an LPN. She said she has 

always been interested in agriculture, but believes 

continuing on the nursing route is the best option for 

their family. Craig is currently looking into schools 

which will prepare him for working in the automotive 

industry. He prefers physical labor and hopes to one 

day run his own automotive business. 

 

Craig and Chyanne said that they are happy to tell their 

story if it will help others. Despite the various 

challenges they’ve faced over the years, they have 

remained driven to be the best parents and people 

they can be. They shared, “There are no words to 

describe how far we’ve come.” It is evident that they want more for their kids, and they both 

agreed that having their HSE will provide more opportunities for their family. They want others 

to know, “It’s never too late to go back. Just do it. It’s not as hard as you would think, and it’s 

definitely worth it.” Craig and Chyanne look forward to July, when they will walk down the aisle 

at graduation together.  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Lucy Dominguez 
 

When she moved to the U.S. 15 years ago, Maria Luz 

Dominguez (Lucy) didn’t know a lot of English. She said 

that the English she had learned in Mexico is very different 

from the English here. It was a challenge for her to 

pronounce certain words, but Lucy didn’t let any barriers 

keep her from reaching her goals of writing and speaking 

English well and earning her HSE (High School 

Equivalency).  

 

It has taken years of dedication for Lucy to learn English; 

she spends time everyday practicing and comes to our ESL 

classes three times a week. She says that she doesn’t 

always believe in herself, but her ESL Instructor, Gretchen 

Easterday, always tells her, “You can do it!” Well… Lucy 

did do it! She just earned her HSE and said it was a very proud moment.  

 

“I am proud of myself because at my age, I still can’t believe I did it! I cried. I was so happy!” 

 

Lucy is continuing to improve her English and hopes to one day become a social worker because 

she loves helping people. She wants others to know, “If I can do it, everybody can do it. Some 

people say they are too old, but everybody can! I hope other people see this and believe they 

can do it! I’m so happy. I want to keep going!” 
 

Way to go, Lucy! We are very proud of you!!  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Tiffanie Cameron 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Craig Boykin, professional speaker and author, wrote in his book My Life, Your 
Inspiration, “If you want to do something, you’ll find a way. If you don’t, you’ll find an 
excuse.” This quote perfectly sums up Tiffanie Cameron’s journey. Traveling through 
rain, sleet, and snow many early mornings, she would make the long trek to school. She 
was determined to get her HSE (GED), and absolutely nothing could stop her. 
 
Tiffanie became pregnant when she was 16 years old, and she was taken out of school. 
Sadly, she had a miscarriage and never went back. Several years later when she was 
23, she had the opportunity to attend a YouthBuild program which helped her pay rent, 
create a savings plan, receive bus tokens, set goals, and earn her education. Ten 
months later, Tiffanie graduated from the program and walked away with many valuable 
life skills as well as her HSE!  
 
“My proudest moment was when I found out I passed everything on the HSE test the 
first time. We weren’t supposed to have our test scores back yet, but at a class 



Thanksgiving get-together they surprised us and announced those of us who passed. I 
give all glory to God. It was a special day; I cried. Later at graduation, all of our stories 
were told.” 
 
Fast forward about 5 years later, Tiffanie is currently attending Ivy Tech in pursuit of an 
Associate's degree in Early Childhood Education. Fall of 2019 was her first semester 
taking classes, and she has knocked it “out of the park” so far, earning 3 A’s and a B. 
While going to school, Tiffanie is working at EVSC’s Wee Care Early Learning Center 
as a Teaching Assistant taking care of teachers’ kids. She loves kids and currently 
holds a CDA (Child Development Associate) credential. One day, she desires to 
become a Lead Teacher and has dreams to possibly become a Labor and Delivery 
Nurse down the road. 
 
Tiffanie is a single mom of two (ages 7 and 8) and says the hardest part of working and 
going to school is that she doesn’t have as much time with her own kids. She values the 
time she does get with them and says, “I’ve overcome a lot of fear and am trying to 
teach my kids not to be scared of life.” Tiffanie holds closely to her Christian faith and 
believes that with God, all things really are possible. 
 
The advice she wants to share with others is, “No matter how hard it gets, don’t give up! 
You can achieve it if you put your mind to it. Determination is the key. We all fail, but 
don’t let that stop you from succeeding. If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again! I 
never thought that I would make it this far. Every day is a struggle, but it pays off in the 
end.” 
 
Another major recent success of Tiffanie’s 
is she saved enough money to get a car of 
her own. She had been driving a car 
donated by her church which she was 
extremely thankful for, but she was able to 
purchase her new car at the end of 
February (2020) with her hard-earned 
money. “It took a lot of hard work to be able 
to buy a beautiful car that is more 
dependable.” 
 
Tiffanie, we are extremely proud of you and how far you have come. Thanks for coming 

back all these years later and sharing your story! Your story matters and will impact 
many in the years to come.  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Oscar Gonzales Ramirez 
 

Oscar Gonzales Ramirez came to the United States from the 

town of Chiapas, Mexico. He was happy to move to the U.S., 

but because he was only 14 years old at the time, he hadn’t 

completed his education. Oscar shared, “I didn’t get to go to 

school when I moved here. I had to support my family from 

Mexico.” 

 

Soon after, Oscar married and had two children. Oscar 

began HSE classes with only a sixth grade education.  He 

came to classes three hours a day in addition to working full 

time. The first time he took the TASC (HSE) test, he didn’t 

pass any of the five subjects. That  didn’t deter him though. 

He worked even harder and was determined to get his 

diploma. After several attempts, Oscar finally achieved his 

HSE! 

 

Oscar’s advice to fellow students is, “Work hard and focus to 

get it done. Never give up on it. Then be proud of yourself 

when you get done.” Oscar adds, “Getting my HSE has 

helped me find a better job with higher pay, and now I can help my kids with their homework.”  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Jessica Davis 
 

Dealing with constant finger-pricks and insulin shots, 
frequent doctor visits, and an ever-changing blood 
sugar would be difficult for anyone to manage. Such 
is the daily life of someone with Type 1 Diabetes. 
Jessica Davis was diagnosed at a young age, and in 
high school, she struggled with trying to take care of 
her health issues while staying on top of her 
schoolwork. In 10th grade, she chose to drop out of 
traditional school in hopes that self-guided classes 
would prove a better opportunity. She had a desire 

to finish, but never did… UNTIL several years later. 

In early fall of 2019, Jessica decided it was the right time to go back to school and earn her 
HSE. She wanted to do this not only for herself, but also for her daughter, Rylann. Jessica 
shared, “I wanted to be able to get a career and help support my family, and also to show 
my daughter that no matter what life throws at you, you can always achieve your goals.”  

Jessica walked into Travis Malone’s adult education classroom highly motivated and ready 
to accomplish her goal. She liked how everyone worked together and she appreciated that 
Travis and Austin (Travis’ assistant) were there to answer all of her questions and walk 
every step of the HSE journey with her. 

The amount of time it takes adult learners to earn their diploma varies, but for Jessica, it 
was an extremely fast process. After only about a month of attending classes and studying, 
she was ready to test. A few weeks later, the results were in… She had passed every 
subject on her first try! Her advice for others is, “Don’t give up; always pursue your dream!” 

Jessica volunteers at Lawrence County Emergency Management. She is very interested in 
emergency management and plans to pursue a career in that field.  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Kayla Genco 

“You can let your past define you, or you can let 
it refine you. You can let it hold you back, or you 
can let it push you forward. You can let it keep 
you stuck in your yesterday, or you can let it be 
the stepping stone in which you build a better 
tomorrow” (author unknown). 

Kayla Genco’s story has this quote’s theme 
weaved throughout its pages. As a child, she 
suffered abuse of various kinds, and as a young 
adult, she continued to face one obstacle after 
another. Her story, told in her own words, will 
encourage you no matter who you are or where 
you come from, to keep pushing forward and “not 
let your past define you.” 

 

When I was in the second grade, my mom pulled me out of public school, so I never got 
to experience any type of school setting that I can remember. I was homeschooled, but I 
didn’t have the best childhood; there was a lot of neglect, and my mom suffered from 
mental illness. However, I did have one positive influence - my brother.  He was my 
rock. A few years ago he earned his CDL, which had always been something he wanted 
to do. My brother was the only positive male role model I had growing up. He has 
always been my inspiration. 

Due to my upbringing, I was not able to earn my diploma. Years later, I tried getting my 
GED in Illinois in 2011 when I had just become a new mom. I passed everything but my 
math and only missed it by a point or two. At the time, I was the only income in my 
house and had to work too many hours to fit in classes again. I had no support system 
and I was discouraged. 



Life kept me busy with health issues for not only myself, but my son as well. I ended up 
having liver and pancreas problems, and my son needed different surgeries in addition 
to him being in an accident. It was one big life-altering thing after another. 

Eventually I got myself on the right track and started classes again in November of 
2019. At this point, I had more of a support system. My husband and two boys were 
really encouraging, and I had Missy as my teacher. I definitely recommend her because 
having a good teacher makes a world of difference. 

I took my GED [HSE] test on March 17, 
2020, and on April 15th Missy called to 
tell me I passed. I fully expected to fail 
math, but I passed all the subjects on my 
first try! I was blubbering when she told 
me; it was a very proud moment. 

To others who want to get their GED 
[HSE], I want to encourage them that 
they’re never too old to try and get it. 
When I worked at McDonald’s, there was 
a lady in her 60’s that I worked with. We 
were both in GED classes and she came into work one day with her diploma. I’ve 
always had her in mind. If she can still boost herself at her age and not let anything get 
in the way, then there shouldn’t be any excuse for me! 

I worked at McDonald’s and did factory work for several years. In February of 2019, I 
was able to land a job at Deaconess Hospital working in Environmental Services. I have 
hopes of moving up in the future and would eventually like to go all the way up to 
becoming a nurse. Nobody in my family went to college to become anything- not my 
mom, dad, grandma, cousins- nobody. I’ve always wanted to be a nurse, but since no 
one in my family has done anything like this before, it would be a really big step. 

Having my High School Equivalency has opened up a lot of doors. I have a goal set in 
mind and am able to be on the nursing path. I don’t have to worry about “I can’t do this.” 
I’m not restricted. I’m finally where I should be. 

When CNA training is available again, I would like to do that because I am interested in 
the LPN program at Ivy Tech. I plan to work my way up the system in order to reach my 
goal of becoming a nurse.  



I also want to encourage my boys to stay in school and become all they can be. Since I 
came from an abusive childhood, and so did my mother and her mother, I just don’t 
want the cycle to continue. I never want my kids to experience it, and I do not want my 
past to define my future. I believe you’re in charge of who you want to be. 
 

We are so grateful Kayla was willing to share her story because we are confident it is 
going to have a far-reaching impact and be a reminder that you don’t have to live in your 
past. You can move on and create a better tomorrow, just as Kayla has. We are 
extremely proud of you, Kayla! 
 

Kayla’s teacher, Missy Meredith, wanted to share, “Kayla is such a sweet and courteous 
person. She was always so friendly to everyone in the class. What really impressed me 
was that Kayla made a commitment and she was determined to cross the finish line. 
She missed very few classes and if she did it was usually due to her kids being ill. Kayla 
missed some of her boys’ sporting events to attend class. I could tell that it broke her 
heart as a mom, but she had a determination and a will to succeed, and she was not 
stopping.  Kayla would come to class after working all day, and she never complained 
or made excuses. She did her work and often took homework with her. I have no doubt 
that Kayla will succeed in all of her future endeavors.”  



                                                               
 

Adult Education Success Story 

Lucille Rudolph 

Vincennes University’s 100-Year-Old Honorary Graduate! 

Vincennes University had its first-ever 

100-year-old woman graduate Friday, February 

28 at Northwood Retirement Community in 

Jasper. It was a special afternoon celebrating 

Lucille (Baker) Rudolph and fulfilling her wish of 

getting her “GED”! Surrounded by loved ones on 

both sides, Lucille walked down the aisle to the 

infamous graduation song, “Pomp and 

Circumstance.” Everyone stood and watched as 

she took her seat front and center with many of 

her own paintings as the backdrop. 

Jennifer Wilson, a Northwood staff member who shares a close bond with Lucille (as many of them 

do), welcomed everyone and then handed it over to Vincennes University Adult Education Director, 

Lauren Bell. Lauren proceeded to share what a privilege 

it was for the university to present this honorary 

diploma to Lucille and then directed the audience in 

both the Pledge of Allegiance and National Anthem. 

After honoring our country, Lucille was presented with 

her VU Honorary High School Equivalency Diploma. She 

looked at it and said in disbelief, “Oh wow, this is really 

it!” Shortly thereafter, she remembered to turn her 

tassel, just as any true graduate would. Many of her 

family members were present at the ceremony and 

were very grateful that their 

mom/grandma/great-grandma had this opportunity to 

graduate! The ceremony was short, but sweet and 

extremely meaningful to Lucille and her family. Lucille’s 

granddaughter, Ginger Hedinger, said that her grandma got to see her graduate, so it was special 

that now she was able to see her grandma graduate (not something many grandchildren can say!). 



Lucille turned 100 in August of this past year, which in itself is a HUGE milestone! An article titled 

“100 Years Loved” (Allen Laman, Dubois County Herald) was written to commemorate this 

one-in-a-lifetime event. The article was beautifully written and painted a picture of Lucille’s life. 

While the article doesn’t give us the entire picture of her life, it does give us a snapshot into her 

story. In it, there are mentions of Lucille recalling memories she has from her younger years – 

memories such as pushing the lawn mower with her six siblings and square dancing with her late 

husband. 

Lucille attended Alfordsville High School, but she left at age 16 to go to work in a shirt factory in 

Loogootee. She said that leaving school to go to work was “just what you did.” Lucille has never 

been afraid of work and knows that work is hard, but it has to be done. This is the mindset that we 

try to encourage all of our students to have. Lucille shared with “100 Years Loved” author Allen 

Laman, “I didn’t realize I worked hard, but as I look back, I think I did. At the time, you don’t realize 

it. You just do it.” Lucille went on to raise a family with her husband and spent a lot of time helping 

him on their farm. 

It is evident from the article and speaking with Lucille and her 

family that among her top values are hard work, family, and 

her Christian faith. As noted in the article, present-day Lucille 

enjoys talking to her loved ones, reading books and the 

newspaper, doing word scramble puzzles, going to Bible study, 

and painting. 

All of Lucille’s favorite go-to activities lead us to believe that 

she is what we call a lifelong learner. “Learning never stops, 

does it? At least I don’t think it does…” Lucille commented. 

Lucille’s values of faith, family, learning and hard work are 

what made her the perfect candidate for the Vincennes 

University Honorary HSE Diploma. 

 

*Lucille holding up her diploma photo credit: Kayla 

Renie, The Dubois County Herald 

*To the right: Lucille’s only great-great-grandson, 

Judah, staying occupied while playing with her 

tassel. Photo credit: Kayla, Renie, The Dubois County 

Herald 


