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Classify This

Lesson Title: Classify This

Employability Skill: Effective Relationships (Teamwork), Problem Solving (Application)

Time: 10-15 minutes

Objective: This exercise promotes teamwork and creative thinking, but it also encourages

your team to rethink how they view everyday objects.

Materials: e variety of about 20 objects placed at the center of a table {office
supplies, silverware, jewelry, toys, game pieces, etc.)

o ifobjects aren't available, use pictures of objects instead

Lesson Description: 1. Break the class into groups, giving each group a sheet of paper
and a pen. Make sure they have a clear view of all the objects.

2. Instruct them to classify the objects into four groups, writing
down the groupings on their sheet of paper. They should not
let the other groups hear what they are doing.

3. Teams need to have a full consensus before they present to the
other groups. If a member of the team disagrees, they should

work together to persuade or compromise on the groupings.
4. When time is up, have a spokesperson for each group reveal
how they classified the objects and why. Reasons might vary
from function to material.
5. Were there any classifications that you hadn't thought of?

o o Discuss working as a team and problem solving.

Variations: Use items that correlate with the curniculum you zre studying:

Effective o vocabulary
o history lesson
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ia8bhFoqkVE&t=3

What is a Power-up?

According to Wikipedia, “power-ups are objects that instantly
benefit or add extra abilities to the game character.”

In terms of employability, power-ups provide students with an

opportunity to practice and enhance their career-readiness
skills.

In a 2016 study from assessment company Wonderlic, 93% of
employers said that these skills are either an “essential” or “very
important” factor in hiring decisions.



“Power-up” is also an acronym to teach the
following employability skills:

Problem Solving & N Preparation &
Critical Thinking Well-Being Responsibility Career Readiness
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Observation & Effective Undeterred Focus
Communication Relationships



Workforce Preparation

WIOA states that workforce preparation programs

“...include activities, programs, or services designed to help an individual acquire a combination of
basic academic skills, critical thinking skills, digital literacy skills, and self management skills,
including competencies in:

a) Utilizing resources;

b) Using information;

c) Working with others;

e) Skills necessary for successful transition into and completion of postsecondary education or
raining, or employment; and

(
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(d) Understanding systems;
(
t
(f) Other employability skills that increase an individual’s preparation for the workforce.”
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZscdHGlsTkd28_ZqPj-bGrt71vmDeGqLFh8EBZJ2BBw/edit?usp=sharing

Problem Solving & Lessons focus on:

Critical Thinking e Innovation

e Resourcefulness

e Fact-based decision making

p

Lessons focus on:

e Active listening

e Non-verbal cues
e Verbal communication
e Wpritten communication

Observation &
Communication



My Trusty Paperclip

Problem Solving &
Critical Thinking
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MacGyver- My Trusty Paperclip

(1985)

WWMD?


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09UlB17cgKw

Well-being
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Effective
Relationships

Lessons focus on:
e Mental/emotional

e Physical
e Social




Random Acts of
Kindness Jar

Well-being
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Lessons focus on:
° Reliabilify
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Lessons focus on:

e Flexibility
e Self-motivation
e Grit
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Lessons focus on:

e Workplace literacy i

e Professionalism Undeterred

e Organization

Focus




Responsibility




Parody video about mysterious coworker



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlKHIzOeZO0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlKHIzOeZO0

Distractions &
Disruptions

Undeterred
Focus




Western Washington University
Stud

Distraction To-Do List
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ysbk_28F068
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QUESTIONS?

Rachel McDonough

South Bend Community School Corporation
Adult Education

rmcdonough®sbcsc.kl12.in.us
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